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Teaching Citizenship 
In - Person and Online 

JESSICA HORNING



Reminders

1 Breakout Room
Allow Screen Sharing
Record Presentation



Jessica Horning
M.Ed in Second Languages and Cultures from the University of MN

Have taught ESL for 8 years, both to high school students and adults

Started at Literacy Minnesota in 2010
Have taught citizenship in person and online in Minneapolis since 2011

Teach an online citizenship class on Wednesdays from 2:30 – 6:00 pm

Teach Intermediate ESL to adults four mornings a week



Objectives
To provide a framework and ideas for teaching 
the different parts of the citizenship interview
To equip teachers and volunteers with a 
variety of teaching strategies that actively 
engage students
To make teachers and volunteers aware of 
resources related to teaching citizenship



Quick Poll of 
Participants



Citizenship Process



Eligibility
A person needs to be a 
permanent resident for 5 years 
to apply for citizenship.
If married to a U.S. citizen, 
it’s 3 years.



Send in N400 Application (Keep a copy)



Biometrics (Fingerprint) 
appointment

Receive Interview date 





Citizenship Interview
Small Talk
Put under oath

“Do you promise to tell the truth and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God?”
Yes



Personal Information Questions



44 Yes/No Questions



6 Citizenship Oath Questions



10 Civics Questions: 6 correct



Read 1 sentence correctly, 3 chances

Who was the first 
president?



Write one sentence correctly, 3 chances

Washington was the 
first president.





If a student doesn’t pass their 1st interview:

They will be scheduled for a 2nd

interview in a couple months.  
They will be tested only on the 
parts of the interview they didn’t 
pass the first time.



I’m not a lawyer!



Conversation Practice

Small Talk



Can you repeat 
the question, 

please?



In – Person
Practice the questions together by calling on different 
students.  Provide an explanation or correction as needed.



In - Person
Give students a question, and they mingle around the room 
asking and answering questions.  



Students exchange questions with their partner 
and go practice with another classmate.



How’s the weather today?
It’s sunny.          
It’s warm.
It’s cloudy and cold.  



How’s traffic today?
It’s very bad.   
It’s very heavy.

It’s not too bad.  
It’s light.



How did you get here today?

I drove my car.

My _________ drove me.



I took the bus.



I rode my bike.



Did it take you long to get here today?
No, only 15 minutes.

Yes, it took 45 minutes because 
of traffic.



Conversation Practice

Personal Information
Questions from N-400 



Can you explain 
the question, 

please?



legal

the law



current

now



prior

before



spouse

husband/wife



In - Person



When did you become a 
lawful permanent resident?

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/GreenCard_Comparison_EN.PDF



Do you work?
Where do you work?
I work at ________.



How long have you 
worked there?

For 2 years
Since December 2020



What is your current marital status?
Single

Married
Divorced

Separated
Widowed



Where does your spouse work?

He works at _______________.
She works at _______________.

He/She doesn’t work.



Conversation Wheel

Wheel of Names

https://wordwall.net/resource/9721083
https://wheelofnames.com/


Any questions from 
the chat?



100 Civics 
Questions







Smithsonian Website





(turn on closed captioning)

The Supreme Court

https://americanhistory.si.edu/citizenship/learn/courts/38/learn


Study Strategy

Choose 1 (or 2) of the 
acceptable answers to teach in 
class.  Use that same answer 

when you teach, practice, and 
review.





Congress Lesson

100 Civics 
Questions Review



In – Person Student Mingle



Name one branch or part of the 
government.

Congress
The President



What is the name of the President of the 
United States now?

Joe 
Biden



What is the name of the Vice President 
of the United States now?

Kamala 
Harris



What does the President’s Cabinet do?

advises the 
President



BY ADAM SCHULTZ - THE WHITE HOUSE, PUBLIC DOMAIN, 
HTTPS://COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG/W/INDEX.PHP?CURID=104297243



What are 2 cabinet level positions?

Secretary of State
Secretary of Labor



New 100 Civics 
Questions



USCIS Lessons: Beginning Level





USCIS Lessons: Intermediate Level







Who makes federal laws?

Congress



Constitution
The supreme law of the land  + Bill of Rights (10 amendments)

Federal    Government

Legislative Executive Judicial

Congress President Courts

Makes 
laws

Signs bills 
into law

Explains 
laws

Vetoes bills: 
Says NO



Congress President Courts

House Senate



What are the 2 parts of the US Congress?
House

Senate House



How many US Senators are there?

100
The Senate



Who is one of your state’s US Senators 
now?

Tina 
Smith

Amy 
Klobuchar 



We elect a U.S. Senator for how many 
years?

6



Who does a U.S. Senator represent?

All people of the state



The House of Representatives has how 
many voting members?

435
The House



We elect a U.S. representative for how 
many years?

2



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_United_States_congressional_districts



https://www.sos.state.mn.us/election-
administration-campaigns/data-
maps/congressional-maps/



https://pollfinder.sos.state.m
n.us/docs/cong_5.pdf



Name your U.S. Representative. 

Ilhan Omar



Name your U.S. Representative.

Betty McCollum



Who Represents Me?



Why do some states have more 
representatives than other states?

California: 52
Minnesota: 8
New York: 27
North Dakota: 1
Wisconsin: 8

Because 
they have 
more people



What is the name of the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives now?

Kevin
McCarthy



Wordwall Website

Congress Review

https://wordwall.net/resource/4237813


Breakout Room

Wordwall Activities 

https://sites.google.com/view/citizenshipopendoor/home/review-activities


Breakout Room
One participant shares his/her screen 
and look at the Wordwall activities 
together.
Talk about other conversation 
activities you do in class.



Study Strategies





What
freedom
sets up the government
fought for civil rights



When
July 4, 1776
1787
April 15



Name The Civil War
Minnesota



Why because there are 
50 states

because they have 
more people



Who wrote the Declaration of Independence?

(Thomas) Jefferson



Who lived in America before the 
Europeans arrived?

American 
Indians



What did the Declaration of Independence do?

said the United 
States is free



What movement tried to end racial discrimination?

Civil Rights 
Movement



When was the Declaration of 
Independence adopted?

July 4, 1776



When was the Constitution written?

1787



Study Strategies



Study Strategies: Pronunciation

President
Washington
Minnesota



Current 
Events



How many justices are on the Supreme 
Court?

9
https://www.supremecourt.gov/about/justices.aspx



Stephen Breyer retired
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court

August 1994- Present

http://www.supremecourthistory.org/02_history/subs_current/images_b/009.html

http://www.supremecourthistory.org/02_history/subs_current/images_b/009.html


New Supreme Court Justice

1.  The President 
nominates (chooses) 
someone.

https://twitter.com/WhiteHouse/status/1497377403726925824



Senate Hearing
2. Ketanji Brown Jackson talked with the 
Senate and answered questions.  

https://dynaimage.cdn.cnn.com/cnn/digital-images/org/dd473811-c6fc-432f-8ad5-bf6f16bc3187.jpg



3.  The Senate votes to approve 
(say yes) or deny (say no) the 
new Justice.
Jackson was confirmed by a 
vote of 53 yes and 47 no votes.



Ketanji Brown Jackson

She became a U.S. 
Supreme Court 
Justice in 2022.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/kbj/



100 Questions
Review Activities



History Jeopardy (In-Person and Online)



WordWall (In-Person and Online)





History Timeline (In-Person) 





Government Sort (In-Person)



Please type any questions 
you have in the chat 

before or during break



5-minute break



Questions?



N-400 Yes/No 
Vocabulary 
Instruction 





Can you explain 
the question, 

please?



The USCIS officer CANNOT ask 
you the meaning of any of the 

vocabulary words at your 
interview.  If they do, ask for a 

supervisor.



In- Person: N-400 Dictionary







In- Person: N-400 Dictionary



Review: I read the green card and 
students hold up a yes/no card



Online N-400 
Yes/No Vocabulary 

Instruction 



claim = to say something is true

Have you ever 
claimed to be a 

U.S. citizen?



Why not?

I’m not a US 
citizen.



Have you ever registered to vote in any 
Federal, state, or local election in the 

United States?

Have you ever voted in any Federal, 
state, or local election in the United 

States?





Why not?

I’m not a US 
citizen.



Were you ever a part of any 
group, or did you ever help any 
group, unit, or organization that 

used a weapon against any 
person, or threatened to do so?



What is a weapon? (Option 1)

https://pixabay.com/photos/handgun-firearms-pistol-gun-
weapon-231696/

a gun
pixabay.com/photos/handgun-firearms-pistol-gun-weapon-231696

a bomb



Option 2

Can I speak with a 
supervisor, please?



Option 2

The officer asked me, 
What is a weapon?

There is a rule they can’t ask 
me what a word means.



6 Oath Questions

Do you understand the 
full Oath of Allegiance 
to the United States?



Oath of Allegiance
"I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any 
foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty, of whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; 
that I will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on behalf of the 
United States when required by the law; that I will perform noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the 
United States when required by the law; that I will perform work of national importance under civilian direction 
when required by the law; and that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of 
evasion; so help me God."



What is the Oath of Allegiance?

A promise of loyalty 
to the United 

States.



If the law requires it, are 
you willing to perform 

noncombatant services in 
the U.S. Armed Forces?



noncombatant:
not fighting



I will help the 
military if needed.



Option 2

Can I speak with a 
floor supervisor, 

please?



Option 2

The officer asked me, 
What is a terrorist?

There is a rule they can’t ask 
me what a word means.



Yes/No Vocabulary Review

Yes/No Conversation Circle

https://wordwall.net/resource/26165529/yesno3
https://wordwall.net/resource/35748064/yes-no-questions-set-6


Mindfulness- Noticing
3 things you see
2 things you feel
2 things you hear
1 thing you smell
1 thing you taste



Reading 
Practice 



Start with the Question Words
Who
What

Where
When
Why
How







Congress





Where does 
Congress meet?











president



Who was the 
first president?



Who lives in the 
White House?



When is 
Memorial Day?



Writing 
Practice 







In - Person
Walking Dictation:  
Make 2 sets of sentences, one on white paper, and another on blue 
paper.  Tape up the 2 sets of sentences outside the classroom.  Have 
students pair up.  One student (the reader) goes into the hallway and 
memorizes the first sentence on the white paper and returns to 
dictate it to his/her partner (the writer).  The reader continues this 
process until he/she has dictated all 5 sentences.  Then the partners 
switch roles and the second reader dictates the 5 sentences on the 
blue paper to his/her partner.



Online: Use Whiteboard on Zoom



Dictate sentences and students send a picture 
of their writing



Students who need more writing practice
Just practice one word at a time instead 
of sentences.
Focus on high-frequency words like 
President, Washington, and Congress.
Content words are the most important!



____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____



president



____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____     ____



Washington



______     _____     _____     _____     _____     



first



Sentence 1

Washington was the 
first president.



Review 
Activities



Partner Interviews





Online Partner Interviews







Text students the Google Doc link







Citizenship Website

https://sites.google.com/view/citizenshipopendoor/home


Share in the Chat
What is one activity or teaching 
strategy you would like to share?
What is one idea from this 
training that you will use in your 
class?



















Toolkit: Flashcards

100 Civics Questions
Reading Words
Writing Words



Questions?
Thank you for attending!  Please 
send follow-up questions to

mboyle@literacymn.org

mailto:mboyle@literacymn.org


Please click on the link in the text box to 
complete the evaluation!

Look for an email with handouts, CEUs, and a 
copy of the PPT from this session.

Questions? 
mboyle@literacymn.org



Help support training like this!
Make a donation

Add to the donation you’ve already made

Support future trainings, Educator Resource Library, 
Tutor Tips and more!

Click here and THANK YOU for your support!

https://www.literacymn.org/keep-learning-going
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