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● the adult literacy 
classroom as a safe 
space for gaining critical 
skills and practices for 
navigating our healthcare 
system

● participation in adult ELL 
>> health-protective 
factor

● talk and interaction >> 
critical resources for 
learning 

● talk and interaction in the 
classroom ≈ doing 
healthcare





(van Lier, 2012, p. 33)

ever-changing 
landscape of data 

sources, tools, 
motivations

socio-political 
particulars of our 

learners’ lives

our classrooms



(van Lier, 2012, p. 34)





Briggs (2008)



Task #1:  How real are these creatures? Rank from MOST LIKELY to 
LEAST LIKELY. Talk to a neighbor.  Compare your rankings.  Same or 
different? 



Task #2:  In the next year, how likely are you to be affected by one of 
these conditions?



Who gets 
vaccinated?
What do the 
stars say?
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What supports data literacy learning?

● to play with data – hear, see, read, write, say, 

embody it, imagine, problem-solve with others

●to see yourself in the data

●to practice ‘speaking data’ (D’Ignazio, 2017; D’Ignazio & Bhargava, 2016)

Opportunities…



Changing the way we think 
about health data by changing 
the way we engage adult 
learners as

DATA CREATORS

DATA STORY-TELLERS

DATA VISUALIZERS
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Exploring new questions about health/communicative labor with learners and teachers 
(cf. Briggs, 2017; D'Ignazio & Klein, 2020; Handley, Santos, & McClelland, 2009)





Project Timeline: July 2022 - June 2023

Spring 2023
1 class cycle (18 learners)

Summer 2022
Technical Working Group 

(TWG)
(3 subject-matter experts)

Fall 2022
2 class cycles (15, 25 learners)

1 staff training (22 staff)

January - May 2023
CJI Study Circle (12 practitioners)

Fall 2023 
CJI Toolkit launch (teacher-website)

The Innovating Digital Education in 
Adult Learning (IDEAL) Consortium



1. Students and Teachers’ voices
● Study circle participants (different regions and contexts)
● Students’ testimonies 

1. Publications
● Working with Data in Adult English Classrooms: Lessons Learned about Communicative Justice during the 

COVID-19 Pandemic
● Community engagement in the development of health-related data visualizations: a scoping review

1. Blogs, newspaper, and webinars
● Advancing Data Literacy for Adult Learners and Democratizing Data - World Education
● Targeting COVID-19 disparities in local ESL classrooms | Epidemiology & Biostatistics
● Now the President and Frontline Workers Have Something in Common - The New York Times
● Equity Data: Using Meaningful Data to Make Positive Changes in Our Communities

1. Data Visualization Tutorials: 
● https://www.datavistoolkit.com/

1. Curriculum and classroom activities
2. Contact and partnerships opportunities

Coming soon www. communicativejustice.com

FYI - our website 
not yet live but 

coming soon Fall 
2023! 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9819351/pdf/ijerph-20-00696.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9819351/pdf/ijerph-20-00696.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37279890/
https://worlded.org/advancing-data-literacy-for-adult-learners-and-democratizing-data/
https://epibiostat.ucsf.edu/news/targeting-covid-19-disparities-local-esl-classrooms
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/03/opinion/sunday/latinos-coronavirus.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F37LWH9a8mc
https://www.datavistoolkit.com/


Understanding data

Learning to ‘speak 
data’

Playing with dataData-storytelling 
with a purpose

Curiosity and 
courage

LEARNING DOMAINS



1. Understand Data - ask essential questions – what’s data? who works with data? does data 
improve our lives?

2. Speak Data - learning and using language to talk about data, puzzle through our 
interpretations

3. Play With Data - hear, see, read, write, speak, imagine, collect, and interpret data while 
problem-solving with others

4. Story-tell with Data - see ourselves in data and tell stories with a purpose, through a 
purpose-driven discovery process that shows the power and limitations of data

5. Cultivate Courage and Curiosity - leaning into the possibility that learners have power as 
data story-tellers in their own right 

A CLOSER LOOK AT CJI LEARNING DOMAINS 



1. Champion data literacy policies that support access to education and tools 

2. Change the narratives about “low data literacy”

ü Data literacies not data literacy (Fotopoulou, 2021) 
ü Emphasis on engagement process (LEARNING), not merely tool proliferation
ü Celebrate the foragers
ü Call out the barriers that impeded foraging

3. Interdisciplinary networking: data science, health equity, adult education –
Roundtables? Who’s attending whose conferences? Collaborative grant-writing?

Next steps: Networking, capacity-building, pushing back



RECAP What supports communicative justice?

● play with data – hear, see, read, write, say, embody it, 
imagine, problem-solve with others

○ data story-telling as a collective act
● practice ‘speaking data’ (Data Basic video)

● see yourself in the data 

Empowered opportunities (spaces, tools, networks) for 
learners to…

https://vimeo.com/236094844
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