
English Unlocked curriculum Level Chart

English Unlocked
curriculum Level

NRS Levels English as a Second
Language NRS

Educational
Functioning Level

CASAS Life and
Work Reading Score

Ranges

Reading Level

Beginning Literacy ESL 1-2 Beginning ESL
Literacy, Low

Beginning ESL

153 - 190 Developing print
awareness and
phonics. Read

(decode)  words,
repeated sentences

with pictorial
support.

Beginning ESL 2-3 Low Beginning ESL,
High Beginning ESL

181-200 Read (decode)
beginning (A) level
texts (Lexile < 420,

ATOS < 2.75)

Intermediate ESL 4-5 Low Intermediate ESL,
High Intermediate

ESL

201-220 Read (decode)
intermediate (B)

level texts (lexile 420
-820) (ATOS 2.75

-5.14)

Advanced ESL 6 and above Advanced ESL and
above

221 and above Read (decode)
advanced (C) level

texts (lexile
740-1010). (ATOS 4.97

-7.03)

Note: English Unlocked curriculum levels support a range of learner levels. Each learner may benefit from a lower or higher
curriculum level depending on their specific needs and strengths in the areas of reading, writing, speaking and listening. All
English Unlocked levels include opportunities for teachers to scaffold and extend learning in order to differentiate for specific
student needs.
Reference: Test Benchmarks for NRS Educational Functioning Levels (EFL) (Updated August 2019)

https://nrsweb.org/resources/test-benchmarks-nrs-educational-functioning-levels-efl-updated-august-2019

