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“My favorite thing about 2017 was seeing the huge increase in 
volunteers who got involved with literacy because they wanted 
to do something about the political climate and make their 
neighbors feel welcome. My parents are refugees, and they are 
the hardest working people I know. It was heartwarming to see 
how many people care.” 

– Wendy Vang Roberts, Volunteer Outreach Manager

Volunteers
In the literacy council’s 45-year history, we’ve never seen such a 
dramatic turnout of volunteers. Not only did we field more inquiries 
about how to get involved with volunteering than ever before, we 
placed 57% more volunteers at organizations around the state. Across 
the board, we saw more people stand up and step in to help their 
community through volunteering.

“Thank you very much for doing what you 
do every day. You have no idea whose life 
you will touch and change, just like mine. 
I began with being a volunteer, and now I 
actually have my own class to teach. ”

 – Phichet Srimueng became an English 
teacher at Vietnamese Social Services after 
the literacy council referred him as a volunteer

Donors
One quarter of our budget comes from federal sources, which leaves 
us vulnerable as administration priorities change. By standing up and 
stepping in to support us financially, you help ensure our work continues.

Join the 
movement!

mnliteracy.org/LegislativeAction

Sign up for our 
Advocacy Alerts

3,557 
volunteers trained

809
donors 

32%
increase from 2016 

 Subscribers logged 

over 200
calls and letters to 
elected officials!

It’s been an unforgettable year. 

A year of STANDING UP AND STEPPING IN for our children, our neighbors and our world.

A year shaped by the harmful rhetoric and shifting priorities of the new administration, but not defined by it. Instead, 
more than ever before, this year was defined by the incredible heart and generosity of our learners, volunteers, 
national service members, staff, donors, tutor trainees, literacy partners and YOU. 

Together, we built a way forward.

In 2017, our services reached more than 75,000 children and adults in Minnesota, we trained and supported a 
record-breaking number of volunteers, and we built a remarkable community dedicated to strengthening Minnesota’s 
families, workforce and future by improving literacy.

The Minnesota Literacy Council serves Minnesotans by teaching children and adults life-changing literacy skills 
and supports organizations by providing training, technical assistance and national service resources to strengthen 
literacy programs.

We believe sharing the power of learning transforms lives, empowers communities and inspires change. And after the 
year we’ve had – how could we not?

42% 
increase from 2016

Advocacy Alerts
We launched our Literacy Advocacy Alerts e-newsletter in January 2017 
because we knew we needed a way to mobilize our community. We 
started with just over 150 subscribers, but our list quickly grew to more 
than 1,000! By standing up and stepping in for the literacy cause, we 
show our leaders that our students’ educations and futures need to be a 
top priority.



2017 – A year of Standing up and stepping in to...

92%
 of preschoolers tested improved 
their English language abilities. 

37 students were enrolled at our 
Open Door Preschool.

4 out of 5
children tested maintained or 

improved their reading fluency 
over the summer. 2,903 children 
participated in Summer Reads.

adults representing 
80 countries attended 

classes at our Open Door 
Learning Centers.

2,432

1
GED® curriculum

We published GED® Connections, the 
first-ever GED® curriculum written for 
adults reading below an eighth grade 
level. It's now being sold nationwide 

on GED Marketplace™. This 
innovative new product addresses 

many of the challenges GED® teachers 
face in the classroom. 

2.5 million
Northstar assessments since 2012

 We’re home to the Northstar Digital Literacy 
Project, an online tool that assesses computer 

literacy and is used by more than 400 sites 
worldwide. To expand Northstar’s accessibility, 

we began making the site mobile-friendly in 
2017. Thanks to the support of several leading 

national foundations, this upgrade will be 
completed by 2020.

100%
 of 125 adults enrolled in parenting 
classes at our Open Door Learning 

Centers increased their knowledge of 
what schools expect of them as parents.

Financial Report
Fiscal year ending June 30, 2017
Complete financial statements available at mnliteracy.org
Dollars in thousands

18
Open Door students giving 

back as volunteers

1,360
volunteer hours contributed 

by Open Door students

121
Tri-State VISTA Conference attendees

We planned and hosted the first tri-state conference for VISTAs (Volunteers in 
Service to America) and their host sites. The goal of the conference? To provide 

VISTAs with skill-building opportunities, practical tools and concepts to take 
back to their sites, and a chance to connect with others doing national service. 

Were we successful? 91% of attendees thought so!

40
docents at Minneapolis Institute 
of Art (Mia) trained to work with 

English language learners
We helped make Mia more accessible to 
all visitors by training its docents to give 
tours to English language learners. Mia 

then hosted two field trips for our Open 
Door students, providing many students 

with their first museum experience!

696
stories published in the 2017 

edition of Journeys: An Anthology 
of Adult Student Writing

Published annually since 1990, Journeys 
is a platform for Adult Basic Education 
students in Minnesota to share their 

stories. “Journeys was a changing point in 
my life. It helped me come out of my shell 
and not be scared of what people think.”

– Aaron Pike, Open Door student

“I want to give back to the community 
and do something for change. And it’s the 
best way for me to learn, too.” 

– Mohamed Ahmed Mohamed, former Open 
Door student, current Open Door volunteer

Where did our support come from?
	$2,987	 Government grants
	 824	 Program service fees; other 
	 439	 Corporate and foundation grants 
	 248	 Contributions; special events
	 11 	 In-kind contributions

 $4,509 	 Total support and revenue

How did we spend our money?

	$1,850	 Serving Minnesotans
	 1,814	 Supporting organizations 
	 453	 Administration 
	 355	 Fundraising

 $4,472 	 Total expenses

Liabilities and Net Assets
	 $721	 Board designated permanent endowment
	 518	 Temporarily restricted net assets 
	 515	 Unrestricted net assets 
	 500	 Board designated net assets
	 314	 Accrued expenses; other current liabilities
	 78	 Accounts payable

 $2,647 	 Total liabilities and net assets

Assets
	$1,112	 Cash and cash equivalents
	 755	 Endowment
	 546	 Accounts/grants receivable 
	 203	 Other current assets 
	 30	 Long-term assets

 $2,647 	 Total assets



Thank you, 
donors! 
Contributions from July 1, 2016 to June 30, 
2017.

Provide life-changing literacy skills for 
future generations. Please remember the 
Minnesota Literacy Council in your will.

Government Funders
Corporation for National and Community 
Service, Minnesota Department of 
Education, U.S. Department of Education, 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security, U.S. 
Department of Labor

Foundations and Individual 
Supporters

$100,000+
Otto Bremer Trust

$20,000 - $99,999
Anonymous donor, Arlington Hills Lutheran 
Church, F.R. Bigelow Foundation, John 
and Denise Graves Foundation, Mardag 
Foundation, McNeely Foundation, The Saint 
Paul Foundation, Richard M. Schulze Family 
Foundation, Shavlik Family Foundation

$10,000 - $19,999
Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen 
Foundation, Hugh J. Andersen Foundation, 
Dollar General Literacy Foundation, Owen 
P. and Roxanne S. Gleason Charitable 
Trust, HDR Foundation, Harry L. & Janet M. 
Kitselman Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Buckner Family Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation, Cities 97, Hardenbergh 
Foundation, Medtronic Foundation^, 
Securian Foundation^, Thrivent Financial 
Foundation^, Western National Insurance 
Group

Literacy Heroes
Family Heroes - $5,000+ per year for 5 years
Anonymous donor, Prince Family Fund

Learner Heroes - $1,000+ per year for 5 years
Anne and James Afdahl, Ann Curoe and 
Matthew Barnes, Lisa Godon, Susan Godon, 
Dan and Brittney Johnson, Ann and John 
Lonstein, David and Sharon Nelson, Eric and 
Mirtha Nesheim, Dina Simon, Linda and Jan 
Willette

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous donors, The Drea Alm 
Foundation of The Saint Paul Foundation, 
Aronson Philanthropic Fund, Elliot Augst and 
Liz Borer, Paul Bulling, Roxzanne and Thomas 

Devney, Enterprise Holdings Foundation, 
The Fredrikson & Byron Foundation, Karlene 
Green, Mary Grace Griffin and Raymond 
Dietman, Half Price Books, Rena Hall, Jenny 
and Ken Holte*, Indeed Brewing Company, 
Roberta Kind, Kopp Family Foundation, Look-
Allgeyer Family Charitable Fund, Bob and 
Mardie Marshall, Robert (Chap) and Susan 
Milis, The Minneapolis Foundation^, Linda 
Odegard and Harlan Cavert, Jeanne Poepl, 
RBC Wealth Management^, REELL Precision 
Manufacturing Corp., Jonathon Rehlander, 
Sampson Family Charitable Foundation, 
Mendon F. Schutt Family Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation, Kerri Shaughnessy, 
Thomson Reuters^, John and Beth Trerotola, 
James and Stephanie Wagner, Walmart Store 
#5437, H.E. and Helen Warren Foundation, 
Theresa Weimerskirch, Weinstein Fund, 
Stephanie Williams Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation, John and Dana Wood, Susan 
Woolard, Jill Zullo

$500 - $999
Anonymous donors, 3M Foundation^, 
Athena and Dan Adkins◊, Marva Bohen*, 
Rudy and Elvi Brynolfson*, Nancy and Jim 
Burke*, Burke Family Fund of the Minnesota 
Community Foundation, Marc and Jean 
Carrier◊, Barb and Gene Case, Deborah 
Cushman and Scott Charlesworth, DIRECTV^, 
Alex and Beth Dixon*, John Dunham, Karen 
and Ed Florez, Noah Ford, Laura Forslev, 
Den and Sandy Gardner◊, Marcia and Tom 
Garton, Jewelie Grape, Diane and Peter 
Grasse, Rick and Tamela Greene, David 
Griffin, Marion and Donald Hall, Norma 
Jorgensen, Mary and Chuck Jungmann, 
Kevin Kirch*, Amy Krajeck, Martha and 
Brian Leonard, Donna and Richard Peterson, 
Kirsten and Jim Peterson, Ann Ribbens and 
Adrian Moses, Charlie and Lori Roger*, Bruce 
Singer, Grant and Marylee Stabenow, Patricia 
Strandness and Bruce Shnider, Joanne 
Sunquist, Brian Swedeen and Terri Burnor*, 
UnitedHealth Group^, Kirk and Laurie Velett, 
Marge Wherley, Beth Wickum, Nathan Zerbe 
and Joan Nichols

$250 - $499
Anonymous donors, Leslie Baken, Julie 
Bass, Elissa Becker, Onyeje Bose*, Marv 
and Kathleen Brooks, City of Minneapolis 
– Employee Advisory Committee, James 
Cochran, Phebe Connolly, Barbara and 
Robert Cook, Lydia Crawford*, Tom Cytron-
Hysom, Charles M. Denny, Jr. and Carol E. 
Denny Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation, 
Dave and Shari Dosland, Peter Eisenberg 
and Mary Cajacob, Kim Esch, Eric and 
Rebecca Everman*, Robert D. and Linda 
Fisher, Amber (A.C.) Flynn and Amy Jones*, 
Karin Goettsch, David Gray, Beth Grover 
Wiederholt, Carla Hackbarth, Hedding Giving 
Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation, Tina 
and Dennis Hoye, Holly Johnson, Miriam 
Kelen, Sheri and Steve Lear, Garrett LePage, 
Jeff Leppink and Jane Freeman, Judith Lester, 
Beth Ann Lewis, Steven Loken, Deborah and 

Richard McNeil, Patricia Mitchell, Norberto 
Moran, Diana and Bob Mulcahy, Judy and 
George Murakami, Peter and Karla Myers, 
Sherry Myers*, Northland Group, Inc., 
Martha O’Toole, Courtney Olivares-Mera, 
Cheryl Peterson and Kris Schaefer, Floyd and 
Doris (Surprenant) Peterson, Jacquelyn and 
Edward Philpot, John Poncin, Mary Ragsdale, 
Raymond Partners, LLC, Linda Ritchie, 
Anne Rozga, Susan Scheefe, Thomas Urban 
Schneider, Sarah Sevcik*, Lonni Skrentner◊, 
Eleanor Steinman, Robert Steinman Family 
Foundation, Judith E. Steltzner, Kathy Stults, 
Katherine Tomsich, Lynette and Tom Ward*, 
Susan B. Warde, Deb and Gregory Webster, 
Aurelia Wills, Margaret Wirth-Johnson and 
Jim Johnson*, Rebecca and Mark Wolters*, 
Debbie and Paul Zisla

$100 - $249
Ebyan Abdulle*, Allina Health Community 
Engagement^, AmazonSmile Foundation, 
Wendy Andersen, Mary and Alec Anderson, 
Amber Andrews, Anonymous donors, Greg 
Babler and Martha Van Roekel, Daniel 
Backman*, Robert Ballard, Rich and Judy 
Barbeau, Jennifer Barrett and Bo S. Fung, 
Michelle Basman, Tom Beach, John Becker, 
Robert L. Bennett◊, Roger Betz, Carolyn 
Bingham, Sally Blecha, Micki Blenkush and 
Daniel Michaels, Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Minnesota^, Thelma Boeder, Meghan 
Boyle*, Phyllis Brashler, Henry Bromelkamp, 
Nancy Bunnett, James Cahoy◊, Patti and 
Ben Campbell, Mary and Claude Chmiel, 
Deidre Ciprari, Lawrence and Patricia 
Clemens, Laura Cohen, Harlan Copeland, 
Deborah Cundy, Ben Custalow◊, Judy 
Damerow, Sharon Decker, Melissa Doffing, 
Andrea Echelberger*, Marian Eichinger*, 
Judy and Steven Elkins, Jean Enloe, Anna 
Marie Ettel, Eurest Dining at HealthPartners, 
David and Mary Grace Flannery, Marisa 
V. Helms Flatebo◊, Barbara Fleig, Linda 
Foley◊, Andrew Ford, Amy Frankfurt, 
Suzanne Gaines, Dan Gilchrist and Suzanne 
McCurdy, Elizabeth Gilmore, Bradley and 
Laura Gordon, Catherine and Jon Grady◊, 
Betty Grant, Todd Grant, Janette Grazzini-
Cook, Alton Greenfield, Richard and Carol 
Gross, Karen Grosscup, Priscilla and Eric 
Hagen, Michele Hajek*, Sue Halligan, Jean 
Hammink, Bill Hanson, Gene and Zola 
Hardwick Family Fund, Patricia Harlan-
Marks, Leah Hauge*, Vicki and Dale Hawley, 
Lauryn Heineman, Mary Ellen Hennen, Mary 
Henry, Michele Hermansen, Staci Herr◊, 
Cheryl Hess, Karen Hesselroth and Timothy 
Peterson*, Clarissa and Mike Hirsch, Marlene 
Hodges*, Tom and Nancy Hodnefield, Joan 
Holdefer, Jessica Horning*, Cheryl M. Houle, 
Sally Hoyt Amundson, James and Nancy 
Hupp, Karin Jacobson, Paul and Diane 
Jacobson, Lori L. Jacobwith, Jill Jewell, Derek 
Johnson and Rebecca Ryan, Phylis Johnson, 
Rosalind Johnson and Jack Fruetel, Jessica 
Grace and Jeffrey Jones*, Andrew Joyce, 
Donna and Michael Kaplan, Mary Ellen 
Kavanaugh, Bill and Patricia Kelly, Susan and 

Tim Kennedy, Anita Keyes, Jack and Maureen 
Kimmes, Corrine Kindschy, Paul Kirst*, Dale 
Klinkhammer and Joanne Stone, Kathy Klug, 
Katie Kotlyar*, Bridget Kromhout, Cissy 
Labofsky◊, Kelly and Jon LaCore, Anne and 
Mark Lamps, Jessica Larson◊, Philip and 
Christina Lear, Sheri Lunn, Rachel Lyness*, 
Reid Macdonald, Julia Maiuri*, Martha 
Malan, Ann Malmberg*, Emily McAuliffe, 
Charlene McKenzie, Maureen and Daniel 
Melander, Cindy Mertens, Tim and Mary 
Miley, David Miller, Margaret Miller, Sheila 
and Richard Miller, Joel Mintzer and Heidi 
Schneider, Smarajit and Sumita Mitra, John 
and Sheila Mohr, Karen J. Moore, Virginia 
Moran, Ann Morrissey, Beth Morsman◊, 
Karen Muller, Megan Murphy, Marilyn 
and Douglas Nelson, Carole and Joseph 
Nesheim, Dick and Joan Niemiec, Matthew 
and Nancy Bjorn Nordeen◊, Alan Olson, 
Kate Olson, Linda and Glen Owen, Peter and 
Jean Parilla, Elizabeth Parker, Sin Parrish 
Taghavi and Betsy Parrish, Heidi Parton, Lisa 
Marie Pasquale, Anna Peters and Antonio 
Rodriguez, Robert Podlasek*, Christian 
Preston*, Eleanor Purdy, Frieda von Qualen, 
Janeen Rae, Barbara Randolph-Anderson 
and Steven Anderson, Sara Elise Reed, Jane 
Reilly*, Christine Retkwa*, Polly Roach 
and David Patterson, Wendy and Andrew 
Roberts*, Brian Robran and Travis Lien, 
Becky Rooney, Tom Rulland, Judy and Reid 
Sandler, Juana Sandoval, Linda and Steven 
Sandvig, Susan Saunders, Susan Schirber*, 
Laura Schrank*, Eric Schultz, Helene and 
David Schultz, David Schumacher, Paul 
Selway◊, Dennis Shaw, Terry Shima, Darlene 
Sitko, Suzanne Small, Bridget Sperl and John 
McCormick, Mark Spurr, Karen Stauber, 
Iris Staubus and Ronald Steelman, Karen 
Steiner, John and Sandra Strenk, Ellen and 
Callen Sugg Charitable Fund, Sunrise Banks, 
Eloise Teisberg*, Jennifer Turrentine, UBS 
Matching Gift Program^, Cynthia Unowsky 
and Thomas Badow*, Janet and Victor 
Urbanowicz, Jen Vanek◊, Sandra Vatassery, 
Jeanne Vergeront and Andrew Dick, Leta 
and Morris Vinz◊, Amy Votava, Joseph 
Wagner, Judith Walker and Gary Goetzke, 
Barbara Walters Hodges, Mark Wangerin*, 
Jane Wardell, Mary Watson, Thomas White, 
Pam and Mike Wiehe, Raymond Willis, Scott 
Windsor, Carol Witte and Winston Cavert, 
Sharon Young, Courtney Zaato, Mary Zarling, 
Deborah and Daniel Zimmerman, Nancy 
Zingale and William Flanigan

$50- $99
Anonymous donors, Matthew Bannon*, 
Johnathon Bender, Isaac Berling, Susan 
Brauer, Megan Chang, Fred Crea, Jeff and 
Debbie Dehler, Ann Derr, Annelisa Donlan*, 
Peter Dross, Charlene and Don Follett, 
Wendy Forsell, Debbie and Mark Glotter, 
Jean Guttman, Liz Hanson◊, Linda and Josh 
Hummel, Eric Paul Jacobsen*, Cordell Jung, 
Glenn Klapperich, Janice Lokken*, Susan 
Marshall*, Khalil Mohamed*, Thomas and 
Patoomtip Nagle, Muriel Nelson, Joseph 
Niemi, Sadie O'Connor*, Jane H. O'Reilly, 

Michael Opperman*, Shawn Paulson*, 
Jackie and Justin Peterson*, Dee and Robert 
Rosenbrook, John Sanyamahwe, Sharon 
and Stephen Segal, Sue Smukler and Brian 
Milavitz, Maria Squadroni*, Magda Surrisi

Up to $50
Judith Ann Adams, Ameriprise Financial 
Gift Matching Program^, Alyssa Anderson, 
Dean and Janet Anderson, Marbury and 
Sylvia Anderson, Roberta Anderson, Aaron 
Andrews, Anonymous donors, Amy Ariel 
and Linda Rich, Jay and Dilek Aydinalp-
Mathews, Kat Aymeloglu, Traci M. Bartz, 
Aaron Becker, Martha Beenken, Julie and 
Chris Bendel, Aleesha Berg, Coral Berge, 
Jodi Berge, Rachelle Berthiaume, Laura-
Dale Bischof, Mark and Nancy Bjork, Nancy 
and Ragnar Bjornson, Yulonda Blackmon, 
James Blay, Kathryn Boyne, Laurel Bradley, 
Jason Brazier*, Paulette Briese, Stephen 
Brooks, Catherine Brown, Larry Bucklin 
and Jane Cromie, Douglas Burt, P.M. 
Callahan, Michelle Carroll, Julie Carson, 
Nikki Carson, Celeste Carty, Lindsey Cermak, 
Casandra Champion, Erica Christ, David 
and Ethel Christensen, Rod Christensen, 
Elaine Christiansen, Jeanne Ciborowski, 
Lisa Claycomb, Nancy and Larry Cole, 
John Cook, Elaine and William Corcoran, 
Trudy Cowman, Bailey Craft, Rachel Craig, 
Gayle Crandell, Karen and Howard Cronin, 
JennaRose Dahl, Roni and Charles Dauer, 
Laura and Adam Davies, Keith Davison, 
Dean DeGroot, Dell Giving^, Denise Dreher, 
Elizabeth and Larry Drumm, Karen and David 
Dudley, Jeffrey and Jorja DuFresne, Darcy 
and James Dungan-Seaver, Sonja Dunnwald 
Peterson, Bob Edelstein, Lawrence Edlund, 
Barb Eischen, Diana Elhard*, Madeleine 
Emanuel*, Susan Engel, Marlys and Philip 
Engh, Carl J. Erickson, Henry and Patricia 
Etten, Marlene Fairchild, Ellen Fee, Nancy 
Feinthel, Terrisa M. Fisher, John Flaa, Patricia 
Florance, Adina Florea, L.J. Foote, Polly 
Forse, Sharon Fortunak, Julita and Michael 
Friesen, Margaret Gadient, Ann Garvey, 
Katherine Georgens, Kathleen and Maurice 
Godon, Nancy and Vince Godon, LaVell Gold, 
Howard and Irene Goldman, Darlene Gorrill, 
Keith Grauman, Darius Gray, Larry and Alice 
Greenbaum, Karol Gresser, Ilse Griffin, Jane 
L. Groh, Carol L. Hansen, Judy Hartman, 
Darlene and Bob Hays, David and Nancy 
Healy, Cynthia Hendricks, Kay Hendrikson, 
John Hensel, Paul and Carolyn Hesterberg, 
Alayne Hopkins, Pamela and Barry Hoppe, 
David Hughes*, John Humphrey, Emily Jahn, 
Gina  Jarvi, JBT Corporation - Matching Gift 
Plan^,  Lisa Jensen◊, Catherine Jochum, Kim 
Johnson, Marlene Johnson, Mo Johnson◊, 
Roger Johnson, Sharri and Bernie Johnson, 
Walt Jones, Catherine Justice, Anne Kaplan 
and James Moss, Jeff Kearns, David Kelley, 
Mary Ellen Kennedy, Margaret King, Charles 
Kippley, Beth Kittelson, Shannon Kloeppel, 
Anna Komor, Linda Krueger, Susan Krumm, 
Leslie Kunze, Katie Lajiness, Mary Lang, John 
and Laurie Larson, Rosemary Larson, Pamela 
Layton and Paul Giguere, Shirley Legvold, 

Paula Lehman, Eric and Jamie Leinen, Ivy 
LeTourneau, Sandy Leuthner, Douglas 
Lewis, Laura Linder-Scholer, Mary Lindridge, 
Kathleen Lindstrom, Robert Lindstrom, 
Susan Linnee, Gary Loff and Denise Curley, 
Allen and Heather Lovejoy, Cheryl Lubinski, 
Verna Ludvigson, Jan and Dennis Lund, David 
Lundquist, Theresa Luther-Dolan, Yelva 
Lynfield, Janis Lysen, Lynae Mach, Rachel 
Magennis, Kathleen Malchow, Catherine 
Malmberg and Jason Dannenbring, Marilyn 
Maloney, David and Belinda Manolis, 
Carol Manthey, Laura Marquardt, Melissa 
Martinson*, Ellen McEvoy, Denise McNeal, 
Barbara Mednick, Carole Megarry, Barbara 
Meier, Martha Melcher, Elizabeth W. 
Merchant, Margaret Michaelson, Jeanette 
Milgrom, Patricia Miller, Bob Milton, 
Sarah Montgomery, Francine Morgan, 
Jan Morlock, Kristine Mortensen, Gerald 
Muellner, Barbara Murphy, John and Karen 
Myhre, Laura Nedved, Cheryl Neima, 
Diane Nelsestuen, Cindy Nelson, Gordon 
Nelson, Judith and Darrell Nelson, Lisa 
C. Nelson, Dawn Newton, Ellen Nyberg◊, 
Rose Mary O'Donovan, Alisha Odhiambo, 
Elinor Ogden, Carolyn Oleson, Polly Olson, 
Nicole Olszewski*, Vicki Otis, David Ott, 
Jen Ouellette-Schramm and Andreas 
Schramm, Meghan Paul-Cook, Pamela 
Percy and Roger Jackson, Lynn Peterson◊, 
Jocelyn Pickreign, Verlynn and Stefanie 
Pinkney, Joan Piorkowski, Bonnie and Ken 
Prawer, Beverly Propes, Ginger Quay, Olivia 
Quintanilla, Elizabeth Christa Ragatz, Nancy 
Rajanen, Susan Ranney and Brian Shapiro, 
Susan Rasmussen, Doris Rausch, Martha 
Reckdahl, Michael Reszler, Kim Reyant, 
Maureen Richard, Burt and Margo Riskedahl, 
Karen Robinson, Kathleen Roche, Sarah 
Rodenberg, Robert Roedler, Cori D Rogers, 
Gustavo Rosso, Mitchell Rothman, Lacey 
Rotier, Robin Rozanski, Cathy Rucci, Allison 
Runchey, Kelly Rynda*, Owen Saarinen, 
Ellen Saliares, Charles Saxler, Elise Schebler 
Roberts, Andrew Scheu*, Jackie and Wendell 
Schott, Evelyn Schulte, Earl Schwartz, Mya 
Shaftel*, Becky Shedd and Doug Halliday, 
Liam Shramko*, Emily Sienkiewicz and Kevin 
Scheunemann, Yael Sivan*, Abdullahi Siyad, 
Luana Slayton, Gary W. and Marilyn J. Smith, 
Jill Smith, Lawrence Smith, Patrick Smith, 
Jeanie Snell, Jamie Snoddy*, Alyse Snyder*, 
Claudine and Philip Solseng, Jill Sonnesyn, 
Susan Spray, Sonia Srichai, Bernice Steinke, 
Jim and Ruth Stevens, Becky Stewart, 
Gloria Strom, Marlene Stumpf-Johnson, 
Monika Sukhatme, Marva Sullivan, Susan 
Summit, Barbara Swendiman, James Tade, 
Jerome Tiller, Sharon and Bill Torodor, Katie 
Tranmer, Parker Trostel, Jan Tschida, Heather 
Turngren, Ichchha Upadhyaya, US Bancorp 
Foundation's Employee Matching Gift 
Program, Elliott Valentine, Nicole Valentine, 
Cheryle Valiquette, Kathleen Vandevoorde, 
Jenny Veit◊, Elizabeth Venditto, Carol 
Wahl, Ann Walker, Darrin Walker, Michael 
B. Walker, Peg and Doug Wangensteen, 
Cary Waterman*, Barbara Weatherhead, 
Nancy Weir, Keith and Sharon Wells, 

Phyllis Wernz, Susan Wetenkamp-Brandt, Bob 
Wheeler, Brianne Whitcraft, Elisabeth Wierum, 
Paul Wieser, Molly Wilbur-Cohen, Allie Wilde, 
George R. Williams, Emily Williamson, Paul 
Wilson, Richard and Lois Wintersteen, Linda 
Woessner, Bruce and Becky Wolf, Joshua Wolf, 
LeeAnn Wolf, Sharon Wong, Betsy Wray, Richard 
Wriskey,  Burgen Young, Priscilla M. Young, Julia 
Ziegler, Sarah Zuber and Christopher Erickson, 
Jeffrey Zuckerman, Dianne and Kenneth Zylla

Thomas M. Kraemer Memorial 
Education Fund
Nancy and Jim Burke, Catherine Courtney, 
Kenneth and Karen Kraemer

In-Kind Gifts
Anonymous donors, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Barnes & Noble Booksellers - Calhoun and 
their generous customers, Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers - Roseville II and their generous 
customers, Judy Bonhiver, Buzzfeed, Calabrio, 
Gina Juffer, Rafael Lopez, Wendy Lyman-Buttler, 
Jeanne Pietrini, Readex Research, Scanlan 
International, Inc., Simon Says Give, Walmart 
Store #5437

Gifts In Memory Of:
Ali Abdinoor: Nancy Thornbury, Arthur 
(Shanda’s Grandpa): Jessica Griffin, Chad Brock: 
Candace Fugere, Grace “Bunnie” Mateo: Vicki 
Lincoln, My mother Carmen: Elvira Anzueto-
Ramirez, Stan Deno: Barbara and Rolfe Leary, 
Sharon Dodes: Lawrence and DiAnn Johnson, 
Catherine Fossom: Joanne Backlund, Lucille 
Fischer: Ben Bryant, Elna W. Giesler: Mary 
Giesler, Ernest Gray: Susan Horn, Nina Mosser, 
John C. and Elizabeth Prunty, Paul and Betty 
Quie, Moojo Son, Agnes Greene: Rhonda and 
Lenny Austin, Roxzanne and Thomas Devney, 
Nancy L. Heuer: Michael M. Heuer, Daniel Paul 
Isenberg: Judith and Charles Isenberg, Irene 
Jelacic: Anonymous donor, Nene Abajero, 
Barbara Castagna, Ann Barbara Degree, Angela 
and Douglas Erickson, Linda Jelacic, Cleva 
and Donald Jobe, Jerome and Cindy Kmecik, 
Minnesota Natural Medicine PA, Pam and Kurt 
Paulsen, Denise and Daniel Quinlan, Pauline 
Lambert: Merritt C. Nequette and Nancy 
Hartung*, Karen Benson Lampi: Elaine Zimmer, 
Patricia M. Lenhardt: David Lenhardt, Eileen 
McKenna: Antoinette Baker, Edris Meier: Pam 
Meier, Joan Novak: Rachel Lyness, Eugene 
P. Olsen: Nancy Olsen, Cynthia J. Peterson: 
Rhonda Gautschi, Grace Dairo Raygor: Nathan 
Raygor, Anne Schwab: Elsbeth Howe, Fred 
Wherley: Marge Wherley

Gifts In Honor Of:
Anne Afdahl: Mike, Amanda, James and 
Evangeline Afdahl, James Afdahl: Charles Eaton, 
David Allgeyer and Melinda Look: Schechter 
Dokken Kanter, Ruth and Bill Armstrong: 
Mari Salamanca, Jenny Berge: Coral Berge, 
Betsy Connolly: Erik Biever, Don Dennis and 
Diane Paul: Diane Julian, Dor on her birthday: 
Kathleen Bjornson, Irving E. Fang: Linda and 
William Huntzicker, The marriage of Andrea 

Feshbach and Bruce Parker: Robert P. King, 
Franklin Learning Center: Cindy Case*, Susan 
Godon: Rutman Family Charitable Fund, Cathy 
Grady: Benjamin and Judy Hubbard, Norma 
Jorgensen: Jane Hofmeister, Edward Kroening: 
Lou Anne and Richard Siefert, Sheri Lear’s 
birthday: Deborah Charan; Catherine Egge; Reva 
Lear; Paula Lehman; Regina Moran; Steve, Pettra, 
Mickey and Patti Pollack; Jodi and Jeff Upin, Steve 
Lear’s birthday: Donna and Kirk Friedman, Cherie 
Lemer and her father: Melissa, David, Lis and 
Jodi, Rachel Lyness: Linda and Josh Hummel, The 
work of Christian McCleary and the MLC: Family 
of Aaron Williams, Pat: Matt Smith and Anne 
Gardner, Suzanne Peterson: Jeffrey Peterson, 
Patrick and Jason Rauenhorst: Jan Rauenhorst, 
Vincent Ruane: Chris Ruane, John Schwarz: Krista 
Menzel, Gabe Strenk: John and Sandra Strenk, 
Meg Swanson: Judith Blaine, The wonderful 
teachers at Open Door Learning Center: Roxanne 
W. Larsen, Theresa Weimerskirch: Stacy Rooney, 
Zoë for her birthday: Uwe Bilger, The Campos

Literacy Legacy Circle 
(Planned Giving)
Anonymous, Irene Dombeck, Amber (A.C.) Flynn 
and Amy Jones

◊ Multi-year pledge
* Literacy Sustainers (recurring gifts)
^ Matching gift(s) to employee contributions or 
volunteer hours

We strive to maintain an accurate and complete 
donor list. Please forward any corrections to 
Madeleine Emanuel at memanuel@mnliteracy.org 
or 651-251-9084.

Photo credits | Carter Blochwitz, Andrew 
Ford, Rachel Lyness, Melissa Martinson, Thomas 

Tatlow and Brady Willette.



Ebyan Abdulle
Kat Aymeloglu
Ellen Bergstrom
JennaRose Dahl
Meghan Boyle
Jason Brazier
Lloyd Brown
Nikki Carson
Dolan Cassidy
Lindsey Cermak
Sarah Corrigan
Deborah Cushman
Annelisa Donlan
Andrea Echelberger

Our Board
Board President
Rudy Brynolfson

Independent consultant

Executive Committee Chair
Theresa Weimerskirch

Thrivent Financial

Finance and Audit Committee Chair
Jim Afdahl

GED® Testing Service

Laura Cohen
Laura Cohen Consulting

Amber (A.C.) Flynn
New Concepts Management Group

Karin Goettsch
The Mosaic Company

Sheri Lunn
Sage Ink Writers

Robert (Chap) Milis
Community representative

Norberto Moran
Moran Financial

Jackie Prince
Community representative

Representative – VISTA Members
Olivia Quintanilla

Professional musician

Nathan Raygor
U.S. Bank

John Sanyamahwe
U.S. Bank

Representative – Volunteers
Bruce Singer
Singer Group

Representative – Adult Learners 
Abdullahi Siyad

Trader Joe’s

Sean Sweat
Hope Academy

Marian Elchinger
Madeleine Emanuel
Cavan Gahagan
Shannon Gatewood*
Georgia Gempler
Susan Godon
Catherine Grady
Ilse Griffin
Leah Hauge
Jessica Horning
Linda Vinz Hummel
Jessica Grace Jones
Paul Kirst
Sheri Lear

Rachel Lyness
Julia Maiuri
Ann Malmberg
Christian McCleary*
Barb Murphy
Eric Nesheim
Vicki Otis
Meghan Paul-Cook
Rob Podlasek
Christian Preston
Eleanor Purdy
Wendy Roberts
Vadim Rubinchik
Amy Sabes

Mya Shaftel
Liam Shramko
Theresa Sladek
Patrick Smith
Alyse Snyder
Eloise Teisberg
Bao Vue
Lynette Ward
Susan Wetenkamp-Brandt
Paul Wieser
Burgen Young
Courtney Zaato
Mary Zamacona

*AmeriCorps VISTA member

Our Staff

700 Raymond Avenue, Suite 180
St. Paul, Minnesota 55114
651-645-2277

Follow Us!

mnliteracy.org
facebook.com/mnliteracy

twitter.com/mnliteracy

instagram.com/mnliteracy


