
BETTERTOGETHER
Making Minnesota (and our nation!) stronger with partners by our side

MINNESOTA  
LITERACY COUNCIL
annual report 2015



GO FURTHERTOGETHER
We brought the 
Library and Literacy 
Leadership Institute to 
North Dakota
After successful runs with cohorts in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin, we convened 
the Library and Literacy Leadership 
Institute in North Dakota. It brought 
17 library and community programs 
from across the state together for 
organizational development through 
mentorship, seminars and conferences. 
One notable impact is that four small 
community programs are joining forces 
as a single nonprofit.

TOGETHER WITH:
• The Friends of the Saint Paul  

Public Library
• Otto Bremer Foundation 

We saw Northstar 
Digital Literacy Project  
expand to 28 states
Launched in 2012, the Northstar Digital Literacy Project 
has already expanded to 254 sponsoring sites (workforce 
centers, community colleges, nonprofits, etc.) in 28 
states and territories. Adult students can use free online 
assessments to see what digital literacy skills they need 
to work on. Upon mastery, students can earn certificates 
in eight standards — like basic computer skills, Microsoft 
Excel and social media — to demonstrate their proficiency 
to employers.

TOGETHER WITH:
• The Friends of the Saint Paul Public Library
• Institute of Museum and Library Services
• Minnesota Department of Education
• Otto Bremer Foundation
• Saint Paul Community Literacy Consortium 
• Saint Paul Public Library

We were sought by FedEx Ground to 
pilot workplace English classes
From their headquarters in Pittsburgh, FedEx Ground approached us 
with a new opportunity: piloting workplace English classes for their 
employees. We began classes in March 2015 at the company’s St. Paul 
hub, where a small but loyal group are improving their work and family 
lives through better English. 

TOGETHER WITH:
• FedEx Ground - national headquarters
• FedEx Ground - St. Paul hub 

We inspired a national 
policy change for 
AmeriCorps VISTA members
In fall 2014, we penned a letter to the leaders 
of AmeriCorps VISTA asking for a policy change: 
allow VISTA members to hold part-time 
employment on top of their full-time service. By 
spring 2015, we learned that our letter (signed by 
10 other local VISTA sponsor sites who agreed) 
inspired the change. VISTA members across 
the country can now hold second jobs—a key 
to recruiting VISTAs with a desire to serve but 
an economic need to supplement their modest 
living allowance.

TOGETHER WITH:
• City of Saint Paul Mayor’s Office
• College Possible
• Emerge Community Development
• Habitat for Humanity of Minnesota
• Initiative Foundation
• Minnesota Campus Compact
• Minnesota Council of Nonprofits
• Jay & Rose Phillips Family Foundation of 

Minnesota
• Saint Paul Public Schools Foundation
• Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation

Financially, it would not have been 
possible for me to serve without 
holding a second job. I have 
diabetes, so I feel safe knowing I 
have enough income for healthy 
food and medical expenses. 
I’m incredibly grateful that this 
change has been made. VISTA is 
an amazing opportunity to gain 
experience and give back to the 
community I call home.

KELSIE 
VISTA MEMBER

“

“

People at my work told me I’m 
learning English very fast. And I 
could use imperatives when I was 
building a deck with my father-in-
law. I want to improve my English 
to 100%.

“

“

EUGENII 
ENGLISH STUDENT

ADULT PHOTOS: Brady Willette
KID PHOTOS: Karla Vien; Jatten Daniel



Served  
Minnesotans

ACHIEVETOGETHER
48 

STAFF MEMBERS
+ + + +694  

VOLUNTEERS

942  
DONORS

18  
BOARD MEMBERS

91  
VISTA MEMBERS

Assets ($2,562K total)
 $1,122K Cash and cash equivalents 
 445K Accounts/grants receivable 
 113K Other current assets 
 174K Long-term assets 
 708K Endowment 

 

Liabilities and Net Assets  ($2,562K total)
 $92K  Accounts payable 
 281K Accrued expenses; other current liabilities 
 356K Unrestricted net assets 
 550K  Board designated net assets
 708K Board designated permanent endowment 
 575K Temporarily restricted net assets 

Where did our support come from?    
$4.18 million revenue (Unrestricted from audit)

62%  Government grants ($2,744K)
 18%  Program service fees; other ($788K)
 12%  Corporate and foundation grants ($539K)
 7%  Contributions; special events ($330K)
 .2%  In-kind contributions  ($11K)

Ebyan Abdulle
Kat Aymeloglu
Dan Backman
Ellen Bergstrom
John Beshara
JennaRose Bondeson
Meghan Boyle
Jason Brazier
Lloyd Brown

Nikki Carson-Padilla
Erin Cary
Lindsey Cermak
Deborah Cushman
Annelisa Donlan
Sheryl Fried
Cavan Gahagan
Susan Godon
Catherine Grady

Leah Hauge
Jessica Horning
Linda Vinz Hummel
Emily Jahn*
Jessica Grace Jones
Paul Kirst
Amy Krill*
Sheri Lear
Rachel Lyness

Susan Marshall
Melissa Martinson
Barb Murphy
Eric Nesheim
Vicki Otis
Jen Ouellette-Schramm
Meghan Paul-Cook
Rob Podlasek
Eleanor Purdy

Olivia Quintanilla
Wendy Roberts
Paul Robinson
Allison Runchey
Renada Rutmanis
Mela Shah
Liam Shramko*
Patrick Smith
Amy Stolpestad

Gray Turek*
Lynette Ward
Susan Wetenkamp-Brandt
Paul Wieser
Burgen Young
Courtney Zaato
Mary Zamacona

Supported  
Organizations

TOGETHER WE... TOGETHER WE...

TOTAL  
EXPENSES:
$4.1 million 

STAFF SUCCEEDTOGETHER

$277K 
FUNDRAISING

$1,619K 
SERVING  

MINNESOTANS
$1,804K 
SUPPORTING  
ORGANIZATIONS

$463K 
ADMIN

2,094
kids received summer reading 
enrichment. Of those who were 
tested, 85% maintained or improved 
their sight-word mastery.
SUMMER READS

9 in 10
literacy programs say volunteers 
trained by us are more effective 

than those with no training.
TUTOR TRAINING

96%
of parents took steps (such as 
scheduled reading time) to make 
their home more literacy-rich.
EARLY LITERACY AND FAMILIES

515
Adult Basic Education 

professionals attended a 
technology training.

TECHNOLOGY SERVICES

4 in 5
hotline callers took the next step 
and contacted a school. 
ADULT LITERACY HOTLINE

84%
of volunteers were still in their role 

three months after we placed them.
VOLUNTEER OUTREACH

7,123
hours of distance learning were logged 
by students. Adults who paired distance 
learning with in-person classes were 
50% more likely to make a level gain.
OPEN DOOR LEARNING CENTER (6 SITES)

60,114
hours were served by volunteers 

supported by VISTA members.
LITERACY VISTA

850,000
digital literacy assessments have been 

taken since the Northstar Digital Literacy 
Project began in 2012. 

LITERACY STRATEGIES

EACH DAY 
ON AVERAGE, HERE’S 

WHAT WE ACCOMPLISH:

53 books are given to 
kids in need

9 people receive tutor 
training

103 volunteer hours and 
285 student hours are 

logged

$1,028 in funding is 
leveraged by VISTA 

members

8 hotline callers are 
referred to classes

1 volunteer is placed in a 
literacy program

FOR OUR FISCAL 
YEAR ENDING  
JUNE 30, 2015

*AmeriCorps/VISTA members



INVESTINGTOGETHER
$100,000+
Otto Bremer Foundation

$20,000 - 99,999
F.R. Bigelow Foundation, John and Denise Graves 
Foundation, Piper Family Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation, The Saint Paul Foundation, Richard 
M. Schulze Family Foundation

$10,000 - 19,999
Anonymous donor, Fred C. and Katherine B. 
Andersen Foundation, Beim Foundation, Dollar 
General Literacy Foundation, Owen P. and 
Roxanne S. Gleason Charitable Trust, Metropolitan 
Regional Arts Council, Thrivent Financial 
Foundation, WCA Foundation

$5,000 - 9,999
Hugh J. Andersen Foundation, Deluxe Corporation 
Foundation, Amy Hansen and Walter Schmidt, 
Hardenbergh Foundation, Harry L. & Janet M. 
Kitselman Foundation, Securian Foundation, 
Thomson Reuters, Western National Insurance 
Group

LITERACY HEROES
Family Heroes - $5,000+ per year for 5 years
Anonymous donor, Prince Family Fund

Learner Heroes - $1,000+ per year for 5 years
Anne and James Afdahl, Ann Curoe and Matthew 
Barnes, Den and Sandy Gardner♡, Lisa Godon, 
Susan Godon, Melissa Held, Dan and Brittney 
Johnson, Linder-Scholer Family Fund, Ann 
Lonstein, David and Sharon Nelson, Eric and 
Mirtha Nesheim, Dina Simon♡, Tracy E. Tracy 
and Mary Bussman♡, Judith M. Walker and Gary 
Goetzke♡, Linda and Jan Willette♡

$1,000 - 4,999
Anonymous donors, Athena and Dan Adkins◊, 
Affiance Financial, Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, 
Aronson
& Associates Immigration Law Firm Designated 
Fund, Elliot Augst and Liz Borer, Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of Minnesota, Dan Buechler, 
Marc and Jean Carrier◊, Marcia L. Cheney and 
Arthur W. Larsen, Carla Engstrom◊♡, Epsilon 
Sigma Alpha - Minnesota State Council, Exeter 
Group LLC, Karen and Ed Florez♡, Fredrikson & 
Byron Foundation, Marcia and Tom Garton, GED 
Testing Service, GIVING WoMN, Rick and Tamela 
Greene♡, Mary Grace Griffin and Raymond 
Dietman, Half Price Books, Alfred Hauwiller, 
Jenny and Ken Holte, Roberta Kind, Kopp Family 
Foundation, Medtronic Foundation, James 
Meyer, Judy and George Murakami♡, Carole 
and Joseph Nesheim, Linda Odegard and Harlan 
Cavert◊, Adina Overbee, Roseanne M. Pera, 
Rasmussen College, Ann Ribbens and Adrian 
Moses, Rosemount High School Modern Dance 
Company, The Saint Paul Foundation, Sampson 
Family Charitable Foundation, Mendon F. Schutt 
Family Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation, 
Shakopee Mdewakaton Sioux Community, Peter R. 
Spokes, Robert Steinman Family Foundation, Amy 
and Rob Stolpestad*, Target, Tartan Marketing,  
John and Beth Trerotola, Jennifer Turrentine, Rob 
Voith, H.E. and Helen Warren Foundation, Theresa 
Weimerskirch, Wells Fargo

$500 - 999
Ahmann-Martin & Associated Financial Group, 
Thelma Boeder, Marva Bohen*, Rudy and Elvi 
Brynolfson◊♡, Paul Bulling, Burke Family Fund of 
the Minnesota Community Foundation, Nancy 
and Jim Burke*, Black Forest Inn, Anthony Cary, 
Deborah Cushman and Scott Charlesworth◊, 
Alex and Beth Dixon*, Margo Fjelstad and Brian 

Egerman♡, A.C. Flynn and Amy Jones♡, Greg 
Fulford, Jewelie Grape♡, Marion and Donald 
Hall, HealthPartners, Harold Hegg◊, Michael 
M. Heuer, Mary Dee Hicks, ING Foundation, 
Sarah Hayes Jewell, Mary and Chuck Jungmann, 
Kevin Kirch*, Karen and Dan Leighton◊, Brian 
and Martha Leonard♡, Melinda Look and David 
Allgeyer, Bob and Mardie Marshall, Jana Martin◊, 
Barbara Martinson◊, Sarvin Patel◊, Donna and 
Richard Peterson, Kirsten and Jim Peterson, Mary 
Ragsdale, RBC Wealth Management employees, 
Redpath Consulting Group, REELL Precision 
Manufacturing Corporation, Becky Shedd and 
Doug Halliday, Jessica Smith-Kaul, Susan Spray◊, 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Kathy Stults*, 
Sunrise Banks, Stephen and Margaret Swanson, 
Brian Swedeen and Terri Burnor*, Randy and 
Sarah Trask, Kara Voorhees*♡, James and 
Stephanie Wagner, Bob Whelan, Marge Wherley

$250-499
Anonymous donors, 3M Foundation, Lew and 
Jean Beccone◊, Robert L. Bennett◊, Onyeje 
Bose*, Pamela Chenevert, Elaine Christiansen, 
James Cochran, Phebe Connolly, Barbara and 
Robert Cook, Harlan Copeland♡, Lydia Crawford*, 
Sharon Decker◊, Denny Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation, Nabil Elsheshai, Eurest Dining at 
Health Partners, Eric and Rebecca Everman*, 
Andrea Feshbach, Robert D. and Linda Fisher, 
Mary Giesler, Bradley Gordon, Diane Grasse, David 
Gray, Alton Greenfield♡, Molly and Jeffrey Hill, 
Jeffrey C. and Robin Holland◊, Tina and Dennis 
Hoye, Linda Vinz Hummel and Josh Hummel, 
Jessica Grace and Jeffrey Jones*, Miriam Kelen, 
Linda Keye, Sheri and Steve Lear, Jeff Leppink and 
Jane Freeman, Judith Lester, Robert Lindstrom, 
Steven Loken, Susan Marshall*, Debby and 
Dick McNeil, Robert (Chap) and Susan Milis♡, 
Patricia Mitchell, Robert and Margaret Moore, 
Mallory Morell, Laura Morris, Jan Mueller◊, Peter 
and Karla Myers, Sherry Myers*, No Ordinary 
Women book club, Nancy Olsen◊, Floyd and Doris 
(Surprenant) Peterson, Anne Pfankuch, Jacquelyn 
and Edward Philpot, Charlie and Lori Roger*, 
Nicholas Rogers, Anne Rozga, Sarah Sevcik, Dennis 
Shaw, Lonni Skrentner◊, Grant and Marylee 
Stabenow, Thrivent Gift Multiplier program, 
Sandra Vatassery, Kirk and Laurie Velett, Lynette 
and Tom Ward*, Susan B. Warde, Beth Grover 
Wiederholt, Margaret Wirth-Johnson and Jim 
Johnson*, Debbie and Paul Zisla

$100-249
Anonymous donors, Ebyan Abdulle*, David 
Abrams, Allina Health Community Engagement, 
Karen Alsop, Sally Hoyt Amundson, Molly 
Andersen, Mary M. Anderson, Shaina Ashare, 
Antoinette Azad, Daniel Backman*, Jennifer 
Barrett, Marge Barrett, Michelle Basman, Dustin 
Benz, Joyce M. Biagini, Sally Blecha, Micki 
Blenkush, Susan Bora, Robert Boyce, Meghan 
Boyle*, Paulette Briese, Henry Bromelkamp, 
Carolyn Brusseau, Alfred and Nancy Bunnett, 
Marni Bumsted, James Cahoy◊, Mary Cajacob 
and Peter Eisenberg, Margaret A. Cargill 
Philanthropies, Barb and Gene Case, Cecelia 
Caspram, James and Margaret Cellette, Brad Clary, 
Robert J. and Michelle W. Cocker, CodeWeavers, 
Inc., Laura Cohen♡, Joan Corbett, Susan 
Cowsert♡, Tom Cytron-Hysom,
Judy Damerow, Paula DeCosse, Jason DeRusha, 
Sharon Desarmeaux, Lindsey Dickinson, Peter 
Dross◊, Michael B. Eckhardt, Laurie Ehle, Judy 
and Steven Elkins, Birdie Elkofska, Epsilon Sigma 
Alpha – Beta Beta Sigma Chapter, Epsilon Sigma 
Alpha – Delta Rho Chapter, Epsilon Sigma Alpha 
– Gamma Omega Chapter, Anna Marie Ettel, 
Roger and Roxanne Ezell, Betsy Fabel, Liz Feeney◊, 
Barbara and Arthur Felker, Mary Kay Fitzgerald, 
Kimberly and Jon Flatland◊, Barbara Fleig, Patricia 

Florance, Margaret Frank◊, Sheryl Fried, Lynn 
Gallandat◊, Robert Garfinkle, Elizabeth Gilmore, 
Kathleen and Maurice Godon, Karin Goettsch, 
Gordon Goodwin◊, Darlene Gorrill, Catherine and 
Jon Grady◊, Betty Grant, Debra Nelson Grant and 
Todd Fleming Grant, Vicki Greene, Richard and 
Carol Gross, Michael Hackbarth, Patrick Hagan, 
Sue Halligan, Ron and Sharon Hanson, Jude and 
Kent Harbison, Melissa Harrison, Leah Hauge*, 
Alice Hayward, Virginia Moran Heinrich, Staci 
Herr◊, Karen Hesselroth and Timothy Peterson*, 
Barbara Walters Hodges, Marlene Hodges*, Tom 
and Nancy Hodnefield, Corey Hoesley, Jessica 
Horning*, Cheryl M. Houle, Len and Lynn Hovde, 
Michael Huck, John Humphrey, Nancy Hupp, 
Paul and Diane Jacobson, Lori L. Jacobwith, 
Pamela and Donald Jakes, Holly Johnson, 
Candace Jongewaard, Andrew Joyce, Riley E. 
Karbon, Susan and Timothy Kennedy♡, Jack and 
Maureen Kimmes, Janet Kinney, Charles Kippley, 
Paul Kirst*, Glenn Klapperich, Kristin Klas, Kathy 
Klug, Bridget Kromhout, Cissy Labofsky◊, Anne 
and Mark Lamps◊, Roxanne W. Larsen, Jessica 
Larson◊, Garrett LePage, Beth Ann Lewis◊, Tristen 
Lindemann, Michael Logan, Phil Losacker, Julia 
and Martin Ludden◊, Verna Ludvigson, Donna 
Lutz, Mohamed Ly, David Lyman, Yelva Lynfield, 
Andrea Magan, Rhonda Magnussen, Debra 
Mann, Carol W. Mannetter◊, Karen Margolis, 
Carol Markham-Cousins, Melissa Martinson◊, 
Jeanne Massey, Preeti and Anoop Mathur♡, Emily 
McAuliffe◊, Charlene McKenzie, Betsy McNerney, 
Stephanie Mehta, Maureen and Daniel Melander, 
Mary Jane Melnick, Barbara Menk, Elizabeth 
Merchant◊, Kathy Mertz◊, Jill Meyer, Tim and 
Mary Zitur Miley, Nicole Milo, Joel Mintzer and 
Heidi Schneider, Smarajit Mitra, John and Sheila 
Mohr◊, Ann Morrissey and Bruce Jacobson, 
Beth Morsman◊, Diana Mulcahy, Karen Muller◊, 
Katherine Mundahl, Sherry Munyon, Paul Mussell, 
Bill Nelson, Rao Nemani, Laurie Netznik, Yvonne 
Nguyen, Dick and Joan Niemiec, Diane and Tom 
O’Connor, Nancy Omundson, Angela Orfield, 
Martha O’Toole, Linda and Glen Owen, Jennifer 
Paist and Tom Teigan, Par3 IT, Elizabeth Parker, 
Ellen Sue and John Parker, Heidi Parton, Marg 
Penn, Anna Peters and Antonio Rodriguez◊, Sara 
Petersen◊, Jeffrey Peterson, Mary Pickard, Robert 
Podlasek*, Katherine Poindexter◊, Eleanor Purdy*, 
Jacob Quant, Nancy Rajanen, Barbara Randolph-
Anderson, Sara Elise Reed, Tom Renshaw, Polly 
Roach and David Patterson, Tom Robbins, Brian 
Robran◊, Stacy Rooney, Craig Runchey◊, Jennifer 
and Benjamin Runchey, Robert Rutscher, Rebecca 
Ryan, Saint Anthony Park United Church of 
Christ, Linda Sandvig, Susan Scheefe, Susan 
Schirber*, Pam Schmid◊, Laura Schrank*, David 
Schumacher, John Schwarz*, Charlotte Sebastian, 
Patrick Seeb, Paul Selway◊, Darlene Sitko, James 
Smale, Greg Snow, Claudine and Philip Solseng, 
Ellen Sovik, Zach Stabenow◊, Pat Staffanson, 
Laurie Stern and Dan Luke◊, Nancy and John 
Strom, Margo Stuthers, Jean Sutton, Betsy and 
Sin Parrish Taghavi, Mary and Denny Thalhuber, 
Emily Thelemann, Travelers Foundation, Vicki 
Underland-Rosow, Cynthia Unowsky and Thomas 
Badow*, Janet and Victor Urbanowicz◊, US 
Bancorp Foundation – Employee Matching Gift 
Program, Kim Vanderwall, Jen Vanek◊, Diane 
Vanusek, Jeanne Vergeront and Andrew Dick, 
Patsy Vinogradov, Leta and Morris Vinz◊, Bharti 
Wahi*, Mark Wangerin*, Mary Watson, Barbara 
Weatherhead, Keith and Sharon Wells, Nicole 
West, Thomas White, Beth Wickum, Pam and 
Mike Wiehe, David A. Wiester*, Raymond Willis, 
Rebecca and Mark Wolters*, Alan Yanny, Courtney 
Zaato, Deborah Zimmerman, Nancy H. Zingale◊

Continued on next page...

generosity 
MULTIPLIED

TOGETHER...
500 donors multiplied their generosity through our match campaign. We thank the 
F.R. Bigelow Foundation, The Saint Paul Foundation and a pool of past and present 
board members for making this $50,000 campaign possible.

Thank you, donors! (Contributions from July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015.)



...continued from previous page.

$50 - 99
Anonymous donors, Joyce Abel, Kelly 
Abraham, Patricia Adams◊, Mary Jane Addison, 
AmazonSmile Foundation, Ameriprise Financial 
Gift Matching Program, Janice Anderson, Christine 
Austin-Roehler, Jessica Ayers-Bean, Greg Babler 
and Martha Van Roekel, Loveleen and Rajan 
Bahl, Matthew Bannon*, Dan Bartholet, Russ 
Belland, Cat Beltmann, Julie and Chris Bendel, 
Jodi Berge, Isaac Berling, Rose Bitter, Nancy and 
Ragnar Bjornson, Bonnie Black and Chuck Gribble, 
Judith Blaine, Susan Blohm, JennaRose Bondeson, 
Molly Boyle, Susan Brauer, Mary Calgren, Mary 
Ann Campbell◊, Patti and Ben Campbell, Celeste 
Carty, Erin Cary, Julie Chmelik, Erica Christ, Laura 
Billings Coleman, Mary Comford, Richard and 
Dixie Cornell, Thomas Cotter, Deborah Cundy, 
Betsy Currie and Derek Fried, Ben Custalow◊, Jeff 
and Debbie Dehler◊, Stephanie Dille, Annelisa 
Donlan*, Colleen Ebinger, Krista Eichhorst, 
Marjorie Eisenach, Paul Ernst, Henry and Patricia 
Etten, Nancy Feinthel, Susan Figg, Terrisa M. 
Fisher, Linda Foley◊, Natasha Freimark, Claudia 
Fyten, Lavonne Garcia, Jane Gendron, Debbie 
Glotter, Larry and Alice Greenbaum, Kelly Griffin, 
Carmen Gwazdacz◊, Jane and Scott Hall, Christine 
Hammes, Jean Hammink, Carol L. Hansen, Liz 
Hanson◊, Zola and Eugene Hardwick, Patricia 
Harlan-Marks, Darlene and Bob Hays, Marisa 
Helms◊, and Alice Holm, Bruce L. Humphrys, 
Eric Paul Jacobsen*, Gina Jarvi, Christine Jensen, 
Welcome Jerde, Emily Johnson, Marlene Johnson, 
Mo Johnson◊, Phylis Johnson, Shannon Johnson, 
Sharri and Bernie Johnson, Nancy Jones, Jill 
Kaufman, Mary Ellen Kavanaugh, Curtis Kenkel, 
Vicky Paprocki Kent, Shannon Kloeppel◊, Cara 
Koster, Katie Kotlyar*, Linda Krueger◊, Charles 
Kuhl, John and Laurie Larson, Shirley Laue, Judith 
Lear, Barbara Leary, Douglas Lewis, Steve Lewis◊, 
Laura Linder-Scholer, Liang Liu, Gary Loff and 
Denise Curley, Janice Lokken*, Ellen Lorentzson, 
Cheryl Lubinski, Jan and Dennis Lund, Rachel 
Lyness*, David Manolis, Le Hutchins Matts and 
John Matts, Bill McAuliffe, David and Kathy 
McGraw-Schuchman, Julie Melville, Krista Menzel, 
Patricia Miller, Denise Mooney◊, Norberto Moran, 
Shannon Muedeking, Thomas and Patoomtip 
Nagle, Jodi Nelson, Marilyn and Douglas Nelson, 
Muriel Nelson, Terri Nokleby, Nancy Nonini◊, 
Nancy Bjorn Nordeen◊, Tom Nordyke, Sadie 
O’Connor*, Rose Mary O’Donovan, Elinor Ogden, 
Mike Olson, Vicki Otis, Sarita Parikh, Lisa Marie 
Pasquale, Meghan Paul-Cook, Jeanne Poepl, 
David Preis◊, Beverly Propes, John Quick, Janeen 
Rae, Louise Ribnick, Jamie Rice, Trevor Richards 
and Anne Myers-Richards, Linda Ritchie, Wendy 
Roberts*, Karen Robinson, Margaret Rog, Dee 
and Robert Rosenbrook, Mitchell Rothman, 
Allison Runchey, Patricia Sagert, Schechter 
Dokken Kanter, Bill Scheer, Christina Schober◊, 
Sharon and Stephen Segal, Mela Shah*, Beatrice 
Sinna, Bert Sletten◊, Patrick Smith, Mary Solon, 
Kirsten Spreck, Karen Stauber, Jim and Ruth 
Stevens, Becky Stewart◊, Deborah Sugerman, 
Magda Surrisi, Barb and Richard Swanson, Denise 
Thurmon, Michelle Tonozzi, Parker and Albert 
Trostel, Jenny Veit◊, Christine Isenberg Wainio, 
Lisa Waldner, Darrin Walker, Michael B. Walker, 
Gail Weber, Liisa Welch, Susan Wetenkamp-
Brandt, Emily Williamson*, Aurelia Wills, Bruce 
and Becky Wolf, LeeAnn Wolf, Betsy Wray, Burgen 
Young, Elaine Zimmer

UP TO $50
Anonymous donors, Alexandra Andersen, Dave 
Anderson, Emily Anderson, Krista Anderson, 
Wesley Applequist, Ann Aubitz, Carla Beaurline, 
Glynn Behmen, John Bender, Coral Berge, Ellen 
Bergstrom, Brooke Beyer, Erik Biever, Harold 

R. Blackorby III, Sam Blackwell, Sharon Blatz, 
Daniel Boecker, Tessa Boury◊, Jason Brazier◊, 
Chris Briggs, Robin Broms, Tricia Brooks, Deb 
Brown, Lloyd Brown, Nicole Brown, Katie Bull, 
Marie Buttrey, Jane and Terry Cagle-Kemp, Nicole 
Carson-Padilla, Julie Caruso, Diane Cary, Meg 
Corrigan, Bailey Craft, Nancy Creighton, Karen 
Cronin, Valerie Dean, Dean DeGroot, Allison 
Demma, Jennifer Dippel, Heather Douglass, 
Jeffrey and Jorja DuFresne, Tamara Eastlund, Bob 
Edelstein, Ardyce and Lawrence Ehrlich, Dana 
Eisfeld, Susan Engel, Paige Erickson, Morgan 
Erickson-Davis, Colleen Evans, Nicole Fende, 
Nicki Fietzer, Polly Forse, Jacob Frey, Carolyn 
Ganz and Jim Olsen, Lynn Garthwaite, Katherine 
Georgens, Nancy and Vince Godon, Dick and Janet 
Gregorich, Karol Gresser, Sam Hanna, Taylour 
Hanson, Stacey Hendren, Roberta Hendrickson, 
Kay Hendrikson, John Hensel, Heather Herrman, 
Cheryl Hess, Andrea Hokeness, Jessica Holm, 
Pamela and Barry Hoppe, Jean Houlding, Gretchen 
and Craig Hunter, Al Ickler, William and Margaret 
Irish, Deb Irvin, Kris Iverson, Emily Jahn, Rosalie 
Jahn, Lisa Jensen◊, Alison Jirik, Josh John◊, Julie 
Johnson, Kim Johnson, Phil and Carla Johnson, 
Jan Jolly, Cordell Jung, Jill Kane, Janis Kelley, Phyllis 
Kendig, Rachel Kieltyka, Kathy Kimmel, Mary Lang, 
Ginny Latocki, Christine Lattin, Bill Lawrence, 
Daniel Lear, Reva Lear, Jan Lee, William Leisner, 
Jay and Sally Lieberman, Margitta Lindberg, 
Lindsay Liprando, Matt Logan, Johanna Lorbach, 
Kate Lucas, Megan Luckhardt, Janis Lysen, Janet 
Mackenzie-Polanski, Geneva MacMillan, Kathleen 
Malchow, Marilyn Maloney, Laura Marquardt, 
Rebecca Marquis, Carolyn Mason, Laura Matson, 
Rob Matsushita, Elizabeth McCambridge, Lillian 
McDonald, Tom Meersman, Raj Menon, Martin 
Michaels, Margaret Michaelson, Katie Misukanis, 
Francine Morgan, Isolde Mueller, Barbara Murphy, 
Valorie Mussehl, Diane Nelsestuen, Jill Nelson, 
Sara Newberger, Karla Nicklaus, Kayla Norman, 
Ellen Nyberg◊, Carolyn Oleson, Patricia Olsen, 
Mona and Dan O’Neill, Bob and Val Ouellette, 
Jen Ouellette-Schramm and Andreas Schramm, 
Rosemarie Park, Lauren Patient, Melody Pauling, 
Pamela Percy and Roger Jackson, Andrew 
Peterson, Chuck Peterson, Jackie and Justin 
Peterson*, Lynn Peterson◊, Suzanne Peterson, 
Brenda Piatz, Susan Polley, JCL Preston, Susan 
Ranney and Brian Shapiro, Doris Rausch, Marna 
Reed, Christine Roberts, Paul Robinson*, Tiffany 
Roufs, Cathy Rucci, Kathleen Runchey, Emma 
Runner, Sally and Alan Ruvelson, Kelly Rynda, 
Susan Saunders, Emilee Schaack, JoAnne Scherber, 
Bill Schiefelbein, Jennifer Schiefert, John and 
Helen Schildwachter, Daniel Schilling, Benet 
Schirber, Sheri Schmaus, Linda Schmidtbauer, 
Jackie Schott, Dale Schumacher and Deborah 
Hawkins, Dr. Heidi Sherman, Juliette Silvers, 
Vanessa Slingsby, Gary W. and Marilyn J. Smith, 
Jennifer Song, Annette Spencer, Colleen Sponberg, 
Sonia Srichai, Richard Stanville, Jennifer Stavish, 
Bernice Steinke, Richard Stephens, Gerald Stiff, 
Jr., Gloria Strom, Kaydell Sunsten, Dee Theien, 
Olivia Thompson, Kathy Tickle, Cynthia Toppin, Jan 
Tschida, Nicole Valentine, Rebecca Wagner, Carol 
Wahl, Ann Walker, Peg and Doug Wangensteen, 
Robert and Kathy Wedl, Kelsey Wegner, Emma 
and Ben Weisner, Carol Whalen, Stewart Wilson, 
Richard and Lois Wintersteen, Debbie Wyman, 
Mary Zamacona, Judy Zimmer, Jeremy Zoss 

THOMAS M. KRAEMER MEMORIAL 
FUND:
John Copenhaver, Catherine Courtney, Phil and 
Laurie Kraemer, Dennis Shaw♡

IN-KIND GIFTS:
Anonymous donors, Joyce Abel, Melanie 
and Mike Accola, Affiance Financial, Jennifer 
Bagdade, Barnes & Noble Booksellers and their 

generous customers, Julie Bass, Robyn Blake, 
Books and Projects, Breadsmith, Sandy Breen, 
Corrine Buffham, Butter Bakery Cafe, Elizabeth 
Clark, Corner Balloon Shoppe, El Taco Riendo, 
Epsilon Sigma Alpha – Minnesota State Council, 
Kim Fang, Friends of the East Lake Library, Tiara 
Gaven, Dori Giebler, Sydney and Jack Goggins, 
Debra Hjortland, David Kelley, Beth Ann Lewis, 
Olivia Lutter, Yelva Lynfield, Minnesota Virtual 
High School, Judy Mitzuk, Jorey Molitor, Behnaz 
Mouahed, Laura Nelson, EricNesheim, Farah 
Noorani, Gwen Patterson, Marci and Jon 
Pogatchnik, RBC Wealth Management employees, 
Simon Says Give, Jerome Tiller, Chantal 
Tousignant, Twin Cities Public Television, Jean 
Waldvogel, Wells Fargo Corporate Trust Services, 
Charlotte Zelle, Michael Zis

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF:
Louise M. Bauer: Ellen Moeller, Phyllis Bower 
and Violet Halen: Barbara Bower, Ellen Citron: 
Marlene Fairchild, Vera Cole: Nancy Cole, Joan 
Curtis: Diane MacLennan, Farah Djavedan: 
Suzanne Gaines, Sharon Dodes: Lawrence and 
DiAnn Johnson, Mary W. Doty: David S. Doty, 
Clem Engen: Nancy Thornbury, Catherine Fossom: 
Joanne Backlund, Virginia A. Grazzini: Janette 
Grazzini-Cook, Robert King: Margaret King, Robert 
Koepke: Leslie Koepke, Mary Kostyk: Mary and 
Jim Swisher, Lucille Kremer: Donna and Gene 
Hageman, Pauline Lambert: Merritt C. Nequette 
and Nancy Hartung*, Patricia M. Lenhardt: David 
Lenhardt, Grace H. Mateo: Vicki Lincoln, Veronica 
Mathiowetz: Charlie and Lori Roger*, Peter M. 
Mittenzwei: Ann Walker, Eugene P. Olsen: Nancy 
Olsen◊, Joe Pexa: Kristen and Dan Walseth, Jack 
Pogatchnik: Marci and Jon Pogatchnik, Truen 
Press: Donna, Kirk, Jenny and Andrew Friedman, 
Shanon Lee Schmid: Pam Schmid, Kathleen 
Schmit: Aggie and Jerry Smitten, Svea E. Smith: 
Wendy Smith and David Drentlaw, Lois M. Yoder: 
Leslie Yoder

GIFTS IN HONOR OF:
Alberta Weir Aldahl: Peter Aldahl, All young 
learners: Norma Jorgensen, All the young people 
struggling to learn: Christine Retkwa*, Meghan 
Boyle: Wade Zick, Gaby Bunker’s retirement: staff 
at ISD 196, Cora and Christian’s wedding: Peter 
Spokes, Rodney Spokes, Don Dennis and Diane 
Paul: Diane and Brian Julian, Daniel Gjelten: 
Katharine Burke, Cathy Grady: Benjamin and 
Judy Hubbard, Grandchildren: Jack and Judith 
Schlukebier, Sally (Wiljamaa) Kenady: Sarah 
Wiljamaa, Sheri Lear: Barbara Gould, Anne Miner-
Pearson: Judy and David Rients, Ed Mucha and 
Lillian Thiel: Janeen Rae, Eric Nesheim: David and 
Tami Nesheim, Linda Odegard: Carol Witte and 
Winston Cavert, Our partners and clients: Tartan 
Marketing, Suzanne Peterson: Jeffrey Peterson, 
Jim and Mickey Reilly: Jane Reilly*, Gabe Strenk: 
John and Sandra Strenk, Christine Wainio: Judith 
and Charles Isenberg, Burgen Young: Donna Young

PLANNED GIVING
Anonymous donor 

◊ Multi-year pledge
* Literacy Sustainers (monthly gifts)           
♡ Contributor to our matching pool (see below)

INVESTINGTOGETHER
Thank you, donors! (Contributions from July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015.)



our mission:
Sharing the power of learning 
through education, community 
building and advocacy

mnliteracy.org
700 Raymond Avenue, Suite 180
St. Paul, Minnesota 55114

651-645-2277

Learn
Call or search the Adult 
Literacy Hotline to find 
classes near your home.
1-800-222-1990  
mnliteracy.org/hotline

Serve
As a volunteer or national 
service member, you can 
help Minnesotans get the 
skills they need.
mnliteracy.org/volunteer 
mnliteracy.org/joinVISTA

Give
Your tax-deductible donation 
can be mailed to the address 
below or made online. 
mnliteracy.org/donate

LET’S GETTOGETHER

BOARD PRESIDENT
Jewelie Grape    
Conner & Winters

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHAIR
Carla Engstrom    
Cargill

FINANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE CHAIR
Rudy Brynolfson    
Independent consultant

REPRESENTATIVE - VOLUNTEERS
John Sanyamahwe    
Wells Fargo

REPRESENTATIVE - STUDENTS
Verneita Lynn Madden    
Community representative

REPRESENTATIVE - VISTA MEMBERS
Olivia Quintanilla    
Professional Musician

Jim Afdahl   
GED Testing Service

Robert J. Cocker   
Human resources consultant

Laura Cohen   
Marketing consultant

Amber Flynn   
New Concepts Management Group

Melissa Held   
Northwestern Mutual

Robert (Chap) Milis   
Community representative

Norberto Moran   
Moran Financial

Jackie Prince   
Community representative

Dina Simon   
Simon Says Give

Sean Sweat   
Hospitality House

Tracy E. Tracy   
HealthPartners

Theresa Weimerskirch   
Thrivent Financial

ON BOARDTOGETHER


