
Minnesota Literacy C ouncil
ANNUAL REPORT 2018



Our Adult Literacy Hotline 

received a total of 19,279 inquiries.

92%	 Unique website hits

  6%	 Phone calls

  2%	 Texts and emails

8 out of 10 callers took the next step and 
contacted a learning center.

86%

90%

810 authors 
from 77 countries of origin were 
featured in the 2018 edition 
of Journeys: An Anthology of 
Adult Student Writing - the most 
submissions ever! 84 of these authors 
shared their stories at a public event 
at the Minnesota History Center.

reported being better equipped to 
talk to teachers about their child. 

- Abdirisack A., 2018 
  Journeys author

Attendance in our parenting classes increased by 21%, giving 178 parents the 
tools they need to navigate the school system and advocate for their children.

Literacy is Connection

Literacy is Community

Literacy is Confidence

of parents showed improvement in 
their knowledge of what their child’s 
school expects from them.

“Once I made friends 
and knew about how 
to communicate, 
then America was 
just perfect.”

Our Services

Tax-deductible contributions from July 1, 2017 to June 
30, 2018. See mnliteracy.org/annual-report for a full 
donor list. Beyond Words event ticket purchases and live 
auction item purchases are not included.

Provide life-changing literacy skills for future 
generations. Please remember the Minnesota Literacy 
Council in your will. Contact Sarah Caflisch at 
scaflisch@mnliteracy.org or 651-251-9087 for more 
information. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDERS
Corporation for National and Community Service, 
Minnesota Department of Education, U.S. Department 
of Education, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 
Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic 
Development

ORGANIZATIONS AND FOUNDATIONS

$100,000+
Otto Bremer Trust, Employment Technology Fund

$20,000 - $99,999
David and Mary Anderson Family Foundation, Arlington 
Hills Lutheran Church, F.R. Bigelow Foundation, McNeely 
Foundation, The Saint Paul Foundation

$10,000 - $19,999
Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen Foundation, Hugh J. 
Andersen Foundation, Dollar General Literacy Foundation, 
Harry L. & Janet M. Kitselman Foundation, Slaggie Family 
Foundation

$1,000 - $9,999
Anonymous Donor, The Drea Alm Foundation of The 

Saint Paul Foundation, Associated Benefits & Risk 
Consulting, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota, 
Bridgewater Bank, Cities 97, CompTIA, The Fredrikson & 
Byron Foundation, GED Testing Service, Half Price Books, 
Hardenbergh Foundation, Indeed Brewing Company, 
Kopp Family Foundation, Luther Automotive Group, 
Medtronic Foundation, Messerli Kramer Foundation, 
Modus Engagement, Mystic Lake Casino Hotel’s Change 
for the Better Program, NTH, RBC Wealth Management, 
Reell Precision Manufacturing, Saint Joan of Arc Catholic 
Community, The Sampson Family Charitable Foundation, 
Schroeder & Mandel, Securian Foundation, Terri Joe 
Charitable Foundation, Thomson Reuters, Thrivent 
Financial Foundation, Western National Insurance Group

Under $1,000
3M Foundation^, Adobe Systems Incorporated^, 
AmazonSmile Foundation, Ameriprise Financial Gift 
Matching Program^, Apple Inc.^, Best Buy Employee Giving 
Program^, Cargill^, Chipotle Mexican Grill, Custom Content 
Solutions, Estee Lauder Global Philanthropy and Corporate 
Citizenship^, General Mills^, JBT Corporation - Matching 

SERVING MINNESOTANS

Adult Literacy Hotline
Online and phone referral service to 
400 adult literacy programs statewide

Early Literacy and Families  
Literacy-rich preschool with parent 
education

Open Door Learning Center 
Six Twin Cities sites offering English, 
GED, computers, citizenship, job-
readiness and other basic-skills classes 
for adults

Summer Reads
Reading tutors for K-3 low-income 
students in summer school and 
enrichment programs across the state

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

Literacy Strategies
Customized training and technical 
assistance to programs

Literacy VISTA 
Support for Americorps VISTA 
members and the programs they serve

Technology Services
Coaching for teachers on classroom 
technology integration; online tools for 
volunteers and students, including the 
Northstar Digital Literacy Assessment

Tutor Training 
Pre-service and in-service workshops 
for literacy volunteers

Volunteer Outreach 
Resources and networking for 
volunteer coordinators; volunteer 
recruitment and placement services

Thank you, donors!



95,322  
Northstar Digital 
Literacy certificates

were earned, connecting adult 
learners to an increasingly digital world 
and expanding their employment 
possibilities. 

In conjunction with ProLiteracy’s national conference 
held in the Twin Cities, our volunteer engagement staff 
hosted the ABE Volunteer Management Pre-Conference, 
which was attended by 119 Adult Basic Education (ABE) 
professionals from 25 different states.

85%

of kids who participated in Summer 
Reads maintained or improved 
sight-word recognition.

attended engagement events focused on raising awareness of the 
diverse experiences of adult learners, especially related to cultural, 
racial, ethnic, linguistic, socioeconomic or gender differences. 295 volunteers

“Before, I used an 
interpreter for things, 
but now I speak for 
myself. I am proud.” 

- Student, Open Door   		
  Learning Center - Lake Street

were incorporated into Adult 
Basic Education (ABE) classes 
at our Open Door Learning 
Centers, allowing students to 
use online distance-learning 
programs at home, even 
without a computer. 2 mobile apps  

Gift Plan^, Lebowski Urban Achiever Fund, Magus Books 
& Herbs, Microsoft Matching Gifts Program^, Monello 
and Constantine, New Concepts Management Group, 
Northwest Area Foundation^, Par3 IT, Raymond Partners, 
LLC, Redpath and Company, Reiling Family Foundation, 
Ryan Companies^, Team SPS Gives Back Charitable Fund 
of the Minneapolis Foundation^, Sunrise Banks, UBS 
Matching Gift Program^, UnitedHealth Group^

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS

$10,000+
Anonymous donor, Owen P. and Roxanne S. Gleason 
Charitable Trust, Amy Hansen and Walter Schmidt

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous donor†, Rena Hall, Prince Family Fund†, 
Kenneth and Donna Speake

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous donors, Michael and Chris Adams, Anne 
and Jim Afdahl†, Jane McDonald Black and Archie Black, 
Elliot Augst and Liz Borer, Kathy and Pat Bracken, Paul 
and Linda Brady, Paul Bulling, Colleen and Andy Clarke, 

Ann Curoe and Matthew Barnes†, Kim Esch, Deborah 
Fineman and Richard Soule, Karen and Ed Florez, Laura 
Forslev, Den and Sandy Gardner◊, Lisa Godon†, Susan 
Godon†, Karin Goettsch and Joel Shapira, Jewelie Grape, 
Diane and Peter Grasse, Rick and Tamela Greene, Mary 
Grace Griffin and Raymond Dietman, Jenny and Ken 
Holte*, Roberta Kind, Dan and Kathy Kvinge, Bill and LeAnn 
Linder-Scholer, Look-Allgeyer Family Charitable Fund, Bob 
and Mardie Marshall, Jana Martin◊, Robert (Chap) and 
Susan Milis, Judy and George Murakami, David and Sharon 
Nelson†, Carole Nesheim, Eric and Mirtha Nesheim, Linda 
Odegard and Harlan Cavert, Rosanne Pera and Thomas 
DiPasquale, Julia Salmon, Mendon F. Schutt Family Fund 
of The Minneapolis Foundation, Patricia Strandness and 
Bruce Shnider, Tracy E. Tracy and Mary Bussman, James 
and Stephanie Wagner, Judith Walker and Gary Goetzke, 
Theresa Weimerskirch, Weinstein Fund, Joseph and 
Barbara Wind

$500 - $999
Anonymous donor, Elvira Anzueto-Ramirez*, Elissa 
Becker, Teresa and Steve Berge, Bethany Berry and 

Andrew Wilson, Diane and Bruce Birkeland, Rudy and 
Elvi Brynolfson*, Nancy Bunnett, Burke Family Fund of 
the Minnesota Community Foundation, Maggie and 
John Carney, Jeff Crawford, Deborah Cushman and Scott 
Charlesworth, Alex and Beth Dixon*, John Dunham, 
Jennifer Elmquist, Jake Fishman, Amber (A.C.) Flynn and 
Amy Jones*, Marcia and Tom Garton, David Griffin and 
Marjorie Hogan, Marion and Donald Hall, Laird and Linda 
Hanson, Harold Hegg, Judith Horn and Steven Potach, Dan 
and Brittney Johnson, Leslie Johnson, Mary and Chuck 
Jungmann, Kevin Kirch*, Martha and Brian Leonard, Janis 
Lysen and Scott Anton, Joni MacDonald, Karen Mackenzie 
and Brooks Donald, Dennis and Vicki Martin, Kathy 
Mertz◊, Katherine Mundahl and Mildred Merrick, Susan 
Narayan, Tom and PJ Olander, Courtney Olivares-Mera, 
Nancy Olsen, Donna and Richard Peterson, Kirsten and Jim 
Peterson, Jeanne Poepl, Janelle Reich, Stacy Rooney, Susan 
Scheefe, David and Muffy Sewall, Kerri Shaughnessy, Ruth 
Shnider, Darcy and Nayan Shukla, Bruce Singer, Grant and 
Marylee Stabenow, Joanne Sunquist, Brian Swedeen and 
Terri Burnor*, Randy and Sarah Trask, John and Beth 



64%

8%
8%

19%

41%

40%

11%

8%

Where did our support come from? 
$2,926    Government grants
     370     Corporate and foundation grants
     386     Contributions; special events
     880     Program service fees; other
       11      In-kind contributions   

$4,573     Total support and revenue     

Assets
$1,342	 Cash and cash equivalents
     775	 Endowment
     390	 Accounts/grants receivable
     182	 Other current assets
       23	 Long-term assets

$2,712     Total assets

Complete copies of financial statements are available at mnliteracy.org.
Dollars listed are in the thousands. 

Financial Report
Fiscal year ending June 30, 2018

How did we spend our money? 
$1,880	 Serving Minnesotans
   1,808	 Supporting organizations
      496	 Administration
      378	 Fundraising

$4,563      Total expenses

Liabilities and Net Assets
$740	 Board designated permanent endowment
  529	 Temporarily restricted net assets
  525	 Unrestricted net assets
  500	 Board designated net assets
  303	 Accrued expenses and other
  115	 Accounts payable

$2,712     Total liabilities and net assets

  

Trerotola, Debbie and Angie Tufts, Charlie and Jenifer 
Vanek◊, Karine and Steve Watne, Beth Wickum, Susan 
Woolard, Jill Zullo

$250 - $499
Anonymous donors, Ana Panone Baker, Onyeje Bose*, 
Nancy and Jim Burke*, John Carnahan and Leslie Yoder, 
Barb and Gene Case, James Cochran, Phebe Connolly, Lydia 
Crawford*, Sharon Decker, Denny Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation, Dave and Shari Dosland, Peter Eisenberg and 
Mary Cajacob, Eric and Rebecca Everman*, Anne Field, 
Robert D. and Linda Fisher, Nicole Flaherty, Tom Gilde 
and Mary Orr, Sheila and Tim Gothmann, Lesley Guyton, 
Heather Haakenson, Carla Hackbarth, Alice and David Holm, 
Cheryl M. Houle, Dennis and Tina Hoye, Norma Jorgensen, 
Miriam Kelen, Linda Keye, Shannon Kloeppel, Katie Kotlyar*, 
Amy Krajeck, Anne and Mark Lamps, Sheri and Steve Lear, 
Barbara and Rolfe Leary, Garrett LePage, Jeff Leppink and 
Jane Freeman, Judith Lester, Beth Ann Lewis◊, Steven Loken, 
Kimberly and Martin Madrid, Cletus Maychrzak, Emily 
McAuliffe, Deborah and Richard McNeil, Patricia Mitchell, 
Todd and Ruth Monson, Diana and Bob Mulcahy, Peter and 

Karla Myers, Sherry Myers*, Godan Nambudiripad, Dick and 
Joan Niemiec, Martha O’Toole, Floyd and Doris (Surprenant) 
Peterson, Linda Ritchie, Charlie and Lori Roger*, Paul and 
Jenny Roth, Robert Rutscher, Amy Sabes, Thomas Urban 
Schneider, Sarah Sevcik*, Lonni Skrentner◊, Mark Spurr 
and Anne Pfankuch, Karen Steiner, Kathy Stults, Ellen and 
Callen Sugg Charitable Fund, Cynthia Swan, Susan B. Warde, 
Deb and Gregory Webster, Pam and Mike Wiehe, Stewart 
Wilson and Melissa Barker, Margaret Wirth-Johnson and 
Jim Johnson*, Rebecca and Mark Wolters*, Debbie and Paul 
Zisla 

$150 - $249
Ebyan Abdulle*, Sally Hoyt Amundson, Greg Babler and 
Martha Van Roekel, Julie Bass, Lew and Jean Beccone◊, 
Robert L. Bennett◊, Marv and Kathleen Brooks, Sarah and 
Matt Caflisch*, Shannon Carson, Cindy Case*, Caroline 
Casey, Mary and Claude Chmiel, Harlan Copeland, Tom 
Cytron-Hysom and Robert Boyce, David S. Doty, Mary Kay 
Edwards, Damon and Becky Farber, David and Mary Grace 
Flannery, Barbara Fleig, Lynn Gallandat◊, Catherine and Jon 
Grady◊, Betty Grant, Gretchen Guenter, Priscilla and Eric 

Hagen, Kathy Hall, Carol L. Hansen, Rebecca Hawthorne, 
Lauryn Heineman, Joan Holdefer, Linda and Josh Hummel, 
James and Nancy Hupp, Pamela and Donald Jakes, Holly 
Johnson, Jessica Grace and Jeffrey Jones*, Donna and 
Michael Kaplan, Glenn Klapperich, Kathy Klug, Angela 
Korkki, Bridget Kromhout, Ann Lear, Ann and John 
Lonstein, Joan Marks, Preeti and Anoop Mathur, Carole 
Megarry, Maureen and Daniel Melander, Cindy Mertens, 
Mary Micke, Jan Morlock, Ron Nies, Elizabeth Parker, 
Meghan Paul-Cook and Mike Davey, Cheryl Peterson and 
Kris Schaefer, Susan and Donald Place, Robert Podlasek*, 
Eleanor Purdy, Mary Ragsdale, Sara Elise Reed, Jane 
Reilly*, Wendy and Andrew Roberts*, Anne Rozga, Nima 
Salehi and Omid Mohseni, John Sanyamahwe, Amber 
Schield, Laura Schrank*, David Schumacher, Mya Shaftel*, 
Becky Shedd and Doug Halliday, Yael Sivan, Jack and 
Gretchen Sjoholm, Theresa Sladek, Suzanne Small, Alyse 
Snyder*, Carolyn Snyder*, Judith E. Steltzner, Nancy and 
John Strom, Stephen and Margaret Swanson, Katherine 
Tomsich, Leta and Morris Vinz◊, Mark Wangerin*, Mary 
Watson, Phyllis Wernz, Monica Westerlund, Bob Wheeler, 



Literacy is

Literacy is reading
Literacy is writing
Literacy is listening 
Literacy is speaking
Literacy is singing the ABC’s
Literacy is using a computer
Literacy is talking with co-workers
Literacy is earning a GED
Literacy is helping with homework
Literacy is connection
Literacy is confidence
Literacy is community
Literacy is power
Literacy is independence
Literacy is opportunity
Literacy is resiliency
Literacy is hope

The Minnesota Literacy Council’s mission is to share the power of 
learning through education, community building and advocacy. 

Literacy is so much more than learning to read and write. 
Literacy skills enable us to advocate for ourselves, contribute to 
our communities and navigate the world around us. 

Carol Witte and Winston Cavert, Valerie Yarbrough, 
Nathan Zerbe and Joan Nichols, Deborah and Daniel 
Zimmerman, Nancy Zingale and William Flanigan

$100 - $149
Anonymous donors, Kelly Abraham, Wendy Andersen, 
Ann Anderson, Mary and Alec Anderson, John Apitz, 
Pamela Arnold, Sue Astin, Antoinette Azad, Dan Backman*, 
Rich and Judy Barbeau, Jennifer Barrett and Bo S. Fung, 
Suzanne and Erv Berglund, Tara Berry-Tourtillotte, Joyce 
M. Biagini, Carolyn Bingham, Yulonda Blackmon, Sally 
Blecha, Maria Bliley, Thelma Boeder, David Bostrom, 
Meghan Boyle*, Jason Brazier*, Henry Bromelkamp, 
Bill and Michele Caulfield, Jeannine Churchill, Seth and 
Alison Colton, Barbara and Robert Cook, John Cook, 
Carol Cramer and Clifford Tower, Paula DeCosse, William 
Dinkel and Nancy Haas, Kelly Dorow and Patrick Deignan, 
Andrea Echelberger*, Krista Eichhorst, Marian Eichinger*, 
Judy and Steven Elkins, Jean Enloe, Anna Marie Ettel, 

Nancy Feinthel, Christine Follett, Phil Forve, Greg Fulford, 
Margaret Gadient, Ann Garvey, Mark Genereux, Sue 
Gherity, Dan Gilchrist and Suzanne McCurdy, Nancy Gildin, 
Elizabeth Gilmore, Kathleen and Maurice Godon, Nancy 
and Vince Godon, Visala Goswitz, Todd Grant, Janette 
Grazzini-Cook, Beth Grover Wiederholt, Michele Hajek*, 
Jean Hammink, Bill Hanson, Ron and Sharon Hanson, 
Gene and Zola Hardwick Family Fund, Patricia Harlan-
Marks, Judy Hartman, Leah Hauge*, Dori Haugen, Katie 
Heinemann, Jon and Karen Helgason, Kay Hendrikson, 
Margaret Ann Hennen, Mary Henry, Staci Herr◊, Cheryl 
Hess, Karen Hesselroth and Timothy Peterson*, Keith 
Hilliard, Clarissa and Mike Hirsch, Sandra Hirsh, Eva Hobbs, 
Marlene Hodges*, Tom and Nancy Hodnefield, Jeffrey 
C. and Robin Holland, Mike and Kathy Hopkins, Jessica 
Horning*, Terry Howard, Susan Hoyt, Patrick Hynes, Judith 
and Charles Isenberg, Paul and Diane Jacobson, Jill Jewell, 
Derek Johnson and Rebecca Ryan, Rosalind Johnson 
and Jack Fruetel, Andrew Joyce, Anne Kaplan and James 
Moss, Mary Ellen Kavanaugh, Troy Keach, Susan and Tim 
Kennedy, Anita Keyes, Jack and Maureen Kimmes, Charles 

Kippley, Paul Kirst*, Mimi and Steve Klane, Sherri Knuth 
and Ross Turner, Chris Kunz, Sarah and Dan Lauer, Andrea 
Lear, Marshall and Paula Lehman, Laura Linder-Scholer, 
Robert Lindstrom, Cheryl Lubinski, Jane Lundberg, Rachel 
Lyness*, Nancy and Romwald Maczka, David and Brigid 
Martin, Susan McKenna, Charlene McKenzie, Betsy 
McNerney and Donald Bell, Barbara Meier, Barbara Menk, 
Tim and Mary Miley, Joel Mintzer and Heidi Schneider, 
Smarajit and Sumita Mitra, Khalil Mohamed*, Karen 
J. Moore, Ann Morrissey and Bruce Jacobson, Beth 
Morsman◊, Cheryl and Kevan Moulton, Laura Muessig, 
David and Tami Nesheim, Rose Mary O’Donovan, Nicole 
Olszewski*, Michael Opperman*, Linda and Glen Owen, 
Peter and Jean Parilla, Sin Parrish Taghavi and Betsy 
Parrish, Tina Paulsen, Shawn Paulson*, Andrew and Kirsten 
Peterson, Heidi Peterson, Jan Peterson, Jewyll Peterson, 
Margaret Pfeffer, Jacquelyn and Edward Philpot, Christian 
Preston*, Janeen Rae, Barbara Randolph-Anderson and 
Steven Anderson, Christine Retkwa*, Louise Ribnick, Polly 
Roach and David Patterson, Jim Roeder, Robert Roedler, 
Eric Rucker, Allison Runchey, Stacey Rydman, 

Thank you, donors! $150-$249, continued



Photos by Brady Willette

mnliteracy.org
651-645-2277
700 Raymond Avenue, Suite 180
St. Paul, Minnesota 55114

* Americorps VISTA member

791 volunteers contributed 
26,374 hours to the Minnesota 
Literacy Council in 2018.

Ebyan Abdulle
Kat Aymeloglu
Meghan Boyle
Jason Brazier
Danielle Brown
Lloyd Brown
Sarah Caflisch
Nikki Carson
Lindsey Cermak
Sarah Corrigan
Debbie Cushman
JennaRose Dahl
Annelisa Donlan
Andrea Echelberger
Marian Eichinger
Madeleine Emanuel
Cavan Gahagan
Susan Godon
Catherine Grady

Ilse Griffin
Leah Hauge
Ted Hewes
Jessica Horning
Linda Vinz Hummel
Jessica Grace Jones
Paul Kirst
Sheri Lear
Rachel Lyness
Julia Maiuri
Christian McCleary*
Marina Mossaad*
Barb Murphy
Eric Nesheim
Vicki Otis
Meghan Paul-Cook
Rob Podlasek
Christian Preston
Eleanor Purdy

Wendy Roberts
Kelly Rynda
Amy Sabes
Cydnee Sanders*
Mya Shaftel
Liam Shramko
Theresa Sladek
Emily Smith*
Patrick Smith
Alyse Snyder
LaTiona Washington
Seth Wester
Susan Wetenkamp-Brandt
Paul Wieser
Burgen Young
Courtney Zaato
Mary Zamacona

Our Board

Our Staff

BOARD PRESIDENT 
Theresa Weimerskirch, Thrivent 
Financial

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHAIR
Jim Afdahl, GED Testing Service

FINANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE 
CHAIR 
Amber (A.C.) Flynn, New Concepts 
Management Group

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE CHAIR
Karin Goettsch, The Mosaic Company

HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CHAIR
Robert J. “Chap” Milis, Community 
Representative

Jose Arrieta, Liturgical Publications, Inc.

Caroline Casey, Literary Marketing 
Consultant

Nicole Flaherty, Fafinski Mark & Johnson

Norberto Moran, Moran Financial

Andrew Peterson, AchieveMpls, 
National Service Representative

Jackie Prince, Community 
Representative

Olivia Quintanilla, Professional Musician

Nathan Raygor, U.S. Bank

John Sanyamahwe, U.S. Bank

Bruce Singer, Singer Group, Volunteer 
Representative 

Abdullahi Siyad, Trader Joe’s, Learner 
Representative

Kaying Thao, St. Paul Police Department

Karine Watne, Toro Company

Kelly Rynda*, Ellen Saliares, Judy and Reid Sandler, Linda 
and Steven Sandvig, Andrew Scheu*, Susan Schirber*, 
Paul Selway◊, Terry Shima, Lynne Singelmann, Lawrence 
and Peggy Smith, Matt Smith and Anne Gardner, Sam and 
Maureen Smith, Maria Squadroni*, Jerry Stiff, Stanley 
and Connie Suchta, Mary and Joseph Sullivan, Barb and 
Richard Swanson, Richard Taylor and Jeanne Massey, 
Debra and Bruce Thayer, Nancy Thornbury, Parker Trostel, 
Cynthia Unowsky and Thomas Badow*, Janet and Victor 
Urbanowicz, Molly Varley, Jeanne Vergeront and Andrew 
Dick, Lynette and Tom Ward, Cary Waterman*, Susan 
Wetenkamp-Brandt, Thomas White, Raymond Willis, 
Aurelia Wills, Paul Wilson, Chris and Mariel Wolter, Betsy 
Wray, Tricia and Jeff Wright, Sharon Young, Courtney and 
Eric Zaato, Mary Zarling, Elaine Zimmer

$50 - $99
Anonymous donors, Habon Abdulle, Deanna Almquist, 

Dean Andrew, Christine Austin-Roehler, Jay and Dilek 
Aydinalp-Mathews, Michelle Babb, Matthew Bannon*, 
Mark Barden, Traci M. Bartz, Tom Beach, Jane and Howard 
Bergstrom, Jolana and Paul Bernhardt, Nancy and Ragnar 
Bjornson, Micki Blenkush and Daniel Michaels, Joseph 
Bloedoorn, Walter and Jacqueline Blue, Niki Bohne, Susan 
Brauer, Paulette Briese, Monica Bringle, Lloyd Brown, 
James Cahoy◊, Celeste Carty, Erica Christ, Lynn Cibuzar, 
Nancy and Larry Cole, Carmen Converse, Karen and 
Howard Cronin, Rich Davy, Gary Debele and Kimberly 
Tolman, Ann Barbara Degree, Jeff and Debbie Dehler◊, 
Annelisa Donlan*, Linda Draves, Diana Elhard*, Birdie 
Elkofska, Madeleine Emanuel and Cree Foster*, Henry 
and Patricia Etten, Jodie Fahey, Mary Fischer, Terrisa M. 
Fisher, Charlene and Don Follett, Josh Gardner, Debbie and 
Mark Glotter, LaVell Gold, Darlene Gorrill, Larry and Alice 
Greenbaum, Ilse Griffin, Barbara Grossman, Jean Guttman, 
Rebecca Hamblin, Liz Hanson◊, Stephanie Hanson, Cyndi 
Harles, Andy Hart, Judy Hawkinson, Darlene and Bob Hays, 
Jean Heberle, Mary and David Hedenstrom, Sally and Bob 
Hein, Lindsay Herbert, Jane Hofmeister, Isabel Hoyt-

Niemiec, John Humphrey, 
Gail Irish and Steve Budas, Eric 
Paul Jacobsen*, Amber James, Maria 
Jarvis, Mo Johnson◊, Roger Johnson, Vicky 
Paprocki Kent and Robert Kent, Margaret King, Terri 
Kruger, Susan Krumm, Kelly and Jon LaCore, John 
and Veronica Lang, Roxanne Larsen, John and Laurie 
Larson, Pamela Layton and Paul Giguere, Daniel Lear, 
Nardos Legamo, LoRene Leikind, Gary Loff and Denise 
Curley, Janice Lokken*, Allen and Heather Lovejoy, 
Verna Ludvigson, Jan and Dennis Lund, Robert 
Lundgren and Marjory Singher, Yelva Lynfield, Jennifer 
Malarski, Marilyn Maloney, David and Belinda 
Manolis, Susan Marshall*, Melissa Martinson*, 
Kaitlin McCloughan, Elizabeth W. Merchant, Margaret 
Michaelson, Sheila and Richard Miller, Nicole Milo, 
Virginia Moran, Laura Morris, 

Thank you, donors! $100-$149, continued

Our Board



Barb Murphy, Siri Myhrom, Thomas and Patoomtip 
Nagle, Muriel Nelson, Bina Nikrin, Sue O’Brien, Sadie 
O’Connor*, Alisha Odhiambo, Kathryn Olmstead, Jen 
Ouellette-Schramm and Andreas Schramm, Sarita 
Parikh, Lisa Marie Pasquale, Susan Pauly, Tami Petterson, 
Joan Piorkowski, Ginger Quay, Paul and Betty Quie, Jenny 
Racho, Elizabeth Christa Ragatz, Susan Ranney and Brian 
Shapiro, David and Wendy Raskin, Susan Rasmussen, 
Thomas Redd, Michael Reszler, Karen Robinson, Laurie 
Rosenau, Jennifer Schlukebier and Ben Woolman, Pam 
Schmid◊, Jackie and Wendell Schott, Jane Schroeher, 
Maria Schuett, Sharon and Stephen Segal, Katy and Shilad 
Sen, Liam Shramko*, Louis Sigtermans, Ashley Skillman, 
Jill Smith, Patrick Smith, Sue Smukler and Brian Milavitz, 
Laurel Sorensen, Annette Spencer, Sarah Spencer and Nik 
Wilson, Susan Spray, Jim and Ruth Stevens, Amy and Rob 
Stolpestad, Randall and Elizabeth Stukel, Marlene Stumpf-
Johnson, Magda Surrisi, Bill and Laurie Swing, James Tade, 
Theresa Taylor, Thomas Tommet, Kara Voorhees, Carol 
Wahl, Barbara Walters Hodges, Sally Waterman, Barbara 
Weatherhead, Nancy Weir, Kimberly Wellman, Keith 
and Sharon Wells, Brianne Whitcraft, Elisabeth Wierum, 
Richard and Lois Wintersteen, Bruce and Becky Wolf

Under $50
Anonymous donors, Mihaela Anca, Roberta Anderson, 
Amy Ariel and Linda Rich, Libby Arnosti, Rachel Becquer, 
Julie and Chris Bendel, Jodi Berge, Sarah Berger, Mark 
and Nancy Bjork, James Blay, Judy Bonhiver, Kathryn 
Boyne, Shannon Broderick, Linda Brooks, Danielle Brown, 
Ben Bryant, Katie Bull, Julia N. Carlis, Majel Carroll, Nikki 
Carson, Andi Casaus, James and Margaret Cellette, Lindsey 
Cermak, Georgina Chinchilla-Gonzalez, Jeanne and Peter 
Ciborowski, Trudy Cowman, Bailey Craft, Rachel Csintyan, 
Laura and Adam Davies, Valerie Dean, Dean DeGroot, 
Ann Derr, Anna Dibley, Andrea and Mark Dixon, Karen 
and David Dudley, Jeffrey and Jorja DuFresne, Catherine 
Egge, George Ehrhardt, Ardyce and Lawrence Ehrlich, 
Barb Eischen, Marlys and Philip Engh, Wendy Forsell, 
Kathryn and Dick Freimuth, Rachel Fulkerson, Suzanne 
Gaines, Shannon Gatewood, David Geist, Jane Gendron, 
Katherine Georgens, Cheryl Gray, Karol Gresser, Kathryn 
Grotheer, Roy and Leslie Hakala, Stacey and Joe Hendren, 
Mary Ellen Hennen, Christy Hicks, Pamela and Barry 
Hoppe, Kimberly Horton, David Hughes*, Karin Jacobson, 
Emily Jahn, Avis Jensen, Lisa Jensen◊, Catherine Jochum, 
Josh John◊, Christine Johnson, Kim Johnson, Sharri and 
Bernie Johnson, Mary Kalil, Matthew Kiminski, Corrine 
Kindschy, Jim and Mary Kleinberg, Anna Komor, E. Janet 
Kramer, Linda Kusserow, Tyone LaDouceur, Brad Larson, 
Jeff Levy, Rhoda Lundgren, David Lundquist, Sarah Ly, 
Diane MacLennan, Julia Maiuri, Kathleen Malchow, 
Laura Marquardt, Le Hutchins Matts and John Matts, 
Bill McAuliffe, Rebecca and Mark McCaughey, Louise 
Merriam, Jeanette Milgrom, Patricia Miller, Bob Milton, 
Colette and Gregg Moder, Norberto Moran, Francine 
Morgan, Jacob and Sarah Nassif, Jenny Nelson, Elinor 
Ogden, Patricia Olsen, Vicki Otis, Pamela Percy and Roger 

Jackson, Sarah Pradt, Doris Rausch, Kristine Rikkola, Lacey 
Rotier, Robin Rozanski, Miriam and Ryan Rupprecht, Mari 
Salamanca, Lorraine Schletty, Jack and Judith Schlukebier, 
Abigail Senuty, Cheri and Larry Sheehan, Abdullahi Siyad, 
Emily Smith, Gary W. and Marilyn J. Smith, Jeanie Snell, 
Jamie Snoddy*, Pat Staffanson, Bernice Steinke, Victoria 
Stewart, Patty Strandquist, Gloria Strom, Kaying Thao, Jan 
Tschida, Nicole Valentine, Peg and Doug Wangensteen, 
Jill Warren, Betty Wass, Mary Jane Watson, Rebecca 
Wegscheid, Karlee Weinmann, Jean and Michael Whalen, 
Betty Wheeler, Blane and Rebecca White, Paul Wieser, 
Emily Williamson, Sharon Wong, David Wulfman and Diane 
Mullin, Burgen Young, Mary Zamacona

THOMAS M. KRAEMER MEMORIAL EDUCATION FUND
Catherine Courtney, Kenneth and Karen Kraemer, Margaret 
Kraemer, Mike and Linda Kraemer

IN-KIND SUPPORTERS
Anonymous donors, Allina Health Information, American 
Refugee Committee, Arlo Ashbach, Avex, Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers - Calhoun and their generous customers, 
Coral Berge, Robyn Blake, Amy Carpenter, Century Middle 
School, Nancy Chapman, Chowgirls Killer Catering, 
Elizabeth Clark, Commonwealth Properties, Aleida 
Conners, El Conquistador, Tiana Dixon, Jean Drawz, Holly 
Drayfahl, Brenda Everitt, Fontlove Studio, Ronald Gillaspy, 
Kyle Hanson, Hey Man Productions, Carita Hibben, Anna 
Hogan, Hotel Ivy, Maia Jacobson, Ryan Keith, David 
Kelley, Linda Keye, Kowalski’s Markets, Jill Landin, Andrea 
Loppnow, Diane McCleary, Pam Meier, Messerli Kramer 
Foundation, Sam Mihelich, Minnesota United FC, Emily 
Moore, Brad Nolan, Scott Olmstead, Ordway Center for 
the Performing Arts, Jim Raynes, John and Cheryl Runchey, 
Joel Shapira, Katie Sih, Simon Says Give, Sam Smith, 
The Society of Amateur Chefs, Southwest Airlines, Erin 
Stevens, Surdyk’s Liquor, Trader Joe’s, Uptown Valet, Lisa 
Venticinque Photography, Allison Wolf, Woodland Kid Stop

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF
Antonio and Carmen Anzueto: Elvira Anzueto-Ramirez*, 
Glynn E. Behmen Sr. Family: Glynn Behmen, Howard 
Bineham and Butch Krey: Agnes and Jerry Smitten, 
Brianna Louise Delagran: Steven Benton, Sue Nankivell, 
Susan O’Conner-Von, Teddie Potter, Joe Dolan: Theresa 
Luther-Dolan, Connie Dysart: Laurie Ehle, Catherine 
Fossom: Joanne Backlund, Ardis Garnhart: Ruth Carol 
and Thomas Paul Foster, Vicki and James Gustafson, Lois 
Purdham, Linda and Burl Shadden, Sheila and Drew Weber, 
Elna W. Giesler: Mary Giesler, John Greene: Doris and 
Floyd Peterson, George Headley: Deborah Cushman and 
Scott Charlesworth, Alletta Jervey: Charlene and Don 
Follett, Jesus: Lavina Eich, Eddie Kroening: Elizabeth 
Sawyer, Pauline Lambert: Merritt C. Nequette and Nancy 
Hartung*, Robert Moeller: Maria Valeriana Moeller, 
Waldon Newstrom: The Near and Mcallister families, 
Eugene P. Olsen: Nancy Olsen, Cyndy (CJ) Peterson: 
Michael Thompson, Grace Dario Raygor: Nathan 
Raygor, Jack and Dorothy Reddan: Julia Salmon, Esther 
Shanedling: Sharon and Bill Torodor, Svea E. Smith: 
Wendy Smith and David Drentlaw, Roger Stave: Lawrence 
and DiAnn Johnson, Elaine Stone: Rosemary and Marvin 

Fish, Arlene Thornton: Lawrence Romanko

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
Jim Afdahl: CompTIA, Connie and Steve Anderson: 
Barbara Greenberg, Sarah Bailey: Merrie Jean Harrison, 
Michael Bleck: Laurie Zenner, Angela Broeker: Beverly 
and Richard Broeker, Kathleen Cleary: Bonnie and Ken 
Prawer, Betsy Connolly: Erik Biever, Joan Curti: Jennifer 
Curti, Greg Finck: Erin Heine Engness, Suzanne 
Florenz: Jeffrey Peterson, Rose Foreman: Julie Quintana, 
Katelyn French: Elliott Valentine, John Gjerde: Tracy E. 
Tracy and Mary Bussman, Cathy Grady: Benjamin and 
Judy Hubbard, Richard Greene: Robert Ballard, Carol and 
Walter Griffin: Ilse Griffin, Ilse Griffin: David Griffin and 
Marjorie Hogan, Gail Hartman: Amy and Tom Lieberman, 
Dr. and Mrs. Allan Haydon: William Swanson, Marge 
Hogan: Ilse Griffin, Kate Hopper and Don Gramenz: 
Laura LaFave, Jennifer and Paul King: Sharon Bjornson, 
Hazel Kolcinski: Patrise Russell and Scott Neil, Sheri Lear: 
Kari Buron, Jeannie and Seth Gardner, Maggie Gilbert, 
Luisa Ginnetti, Judith Lear and James Dockman, Joan 
Marks, Debra Pysno, Nancy Rhein, Robin Stein, Terri 
Joe Charitable Foundation, Randi Winston, Beth and 
Doug Lewis: Rachel Lyness*, Mary Ann Lisk: Elizabeth 
York, Marc and Rebecca: Jen Bauman, Julie Flodquist, 
John and Sheila Mohr: Bill and Patricia Kelly, Stephanie 
K. Mullaney: Margalo Mullaney, My first teacher, my 
mom: Linda Hummel, Linda Odegard: Nicholas Scheibel, 
Carol Orr: Carolyn Snyder*, Katherine and Benjamin 
Park: Anonymous, Jocelyn Pickreign’s birthday: Judith 
McCandless, Anna Olson, Josh St. George, Darcy Walker, 
Paula Winsor, Rondo Library Adult Language Learners: 
Ayn Rassier, Chris Sadar and Steve Ketchum on their 
40th wedding anniversary: Roger and Marilyn Israel, 
Saint Paul public school teachers: Deborah Fineman 
and Richard Soule, Salma and Mohammad: Roxanne W. 
Larsen, Alyssa Sampson: Gregory Sampson, McKayla 
Schmitz: Gia Gunerius, Mary Seng: John Seng, Alison M. 
Shank, in memory of her parents: Catherine Clements 
and other friends at MinneTESOL, Irene Sheppard: Marit 
Johnson, Deb Sodt: Kelsey Shulson, Gabe Strenk: John 
and Sandra Strenk, The wonderful students who attend 
Open Door: Megan Vu, Melissa Villella, Nora Andersen 
Sillerud and Nikki and Kevin Erickson: Laura Cohen, 
Amazing volunteers: Jean Sazevich, Christine Wainio: 
Rebecca Marquis, Theresa Weimerskirch: Dena Froiland, 
Stacy Rooney, Alex, Adam, Todd and Jaime Wind: Joseph 
and Barbara Wind

LITERACY LEGACY CIRCLE (PLANNED GIVING)
Anonymous, Irene Dombeck, Amber (A.C.) Flynn and Amy 
Jones

KEY

† Literacy Hero ($1,000 or more per year for 5 years)

◊ Multi-year pledge

* Literacy Sustainers (monthly recurring gifts)

^ Matching gift(s) to employee contributions or  	
   volunteer hours

Thank you, donors! $100-$149, continued

We strive to maintain an accurate and complete donor list. 

Please forward any corrections to Madeleine Emanuel at  memanuel@mnliteracy.org or 

651-251-9084.


