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Lesson Summary: This week students will take a pre- self-evaluation to determine their background 

knowledge in Physical Science.  They will also work with vocabulary for physical science and a 

reading passage as an introduction to this area of the GED science module in order to become 

more familiar with its content. 

Materials Needed:   

 Self-evaluation Unit 2.1 Handout 1  

 Video “What is Matter” Unit 2.1 Video (time 1:16 min.) 

 Video questions Unit 2.1 Handout 2 

 Comprehension reading Unit 2.1 Handout 3  

 Matter, Unit 2.1 Handout 4 (6-Way Paragraphs, Introductory Level, pages 2-3) 

Objectives: Students will be able to… 

 Activate prior knowledge in physical science 

 Read passages with vocabulary related to physical science 

College and Career Readiness Standards:  RI, RST, WHST, SL 

ACES Skills Addressed:  EC, LS, ALS, CT, SM 

Notes:    Please review and be familiar with classroom routine notes for: reading for fluency strategies 

(Routine 2), summarizing techniques (Routine 4), and self-management skills (Routine 1). The notes will 

help with making a smooth transition to each activity  

GED 2014 Science Test Overview – For Teachers and Students 

 The GED Science Test will be 90 minutes long and include approximately 34 questions with a 

total score value of 40.   The questions will have focus on three content areas: life science (~40%), 

physical science (~40%), and Earth and space science (~20%).  Students may be asked to read, 

analyze, understand, and extract information from a scientific reading, a news brief, a diagram, 

graph, table, or other material with scientific data and concepts or ideas.   

 The online test may consist of multiple choice, drop down menu, and fill-in-the-blank questions.  

There will also be a short answer portion (suggested 10 minutes) where students may have to 

summarize, find evidence (supporting details), and reason or make a conclusion from the information 

(data) presented.   

 The work students are doing in class will help them with the GED Science Test.  They are also 

learning skills that will help in many other areas of their lives.   

Weekly Focus: Introduction 

Weekly Skill: Comprehension 
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Activities: 

Warm-Up: Journal Writing Time: 10 - 15 minutes 

As students enter the class, have students write in their journals, on a piece of notebook paper, or 

discuss with small groups the following:  “What do you think is involved in the study of physical 

science?” Note: write the question on the board or overhead.  Circulate while students are writing.  If 

students seem to be stuck with this question, try to prompt them with questions about what they 

already know about physical science (physics and chemistry) and what science classes they have 

had earlier.  Other prompts may include having students think of vocabulary they associate with 

physical science.  
 

Activity 1: Pre- Self evaluation (Unit 2.1 Handout1) Time: 10 – 15 minutes 

1) Hand out a self-evaluation sheet (Unit 2.1- Handout 1) for students.   

2) Have student rate their background knowledge of physical science by using the Likert rating 

scale. Remind students this is a way for them to assess their own knowledge and determine which 

areas they may need to work on during this unit.   

3) Check to see if students are comfortable with sharing their self-evaluations. You can ask them 

how they answered each question, or they can share in pairs or table groups.   

4) Remind students to keep the evaluation in their folder/binder/notebook.  Students will reassess 

with the bottom portion of the sheet (Unit 2.1 Handout 1) at the end of the unit.   
 

Activity 2:  What Is Matter? Video with note taking 

– Unit 2.1 Handout 2) 

Time: 20 - 30 minutes 

1) Hand out Unit 2.1 Handout 2 to students.  

2) Explain to students they will watch video and take notes and answer questions from the video. 

The notes are for their own information and background knowledge on the matter.   

3) Preview questions with students (this is a good skill for test taking) checking to make sure they 

understand what the question is asking.  Students may already have some background knowledge 

which they can use as predictions.   

4) Ask students to write down questions they may have from the video.  

5) After watching video, review answers to questions as a whole class. 

 

Break: 10 minutes 

Activity 3:  Main Idea Reading (Unit 1 Handout 3)  Time: 45 minutes 

1) Hand out (Unit 2.1 Handout 3) to students.   

2) Discuss with students that when reading, they should pay close attention to what all of the 

passage is about.  Inform students the passage will go more in depth than the video regarding 

what matter is.  It will also incorporate a lot of the vocabulary from the video.   

3) Ask students to read the passage and answer the questions that follow. Circulate the class while 

students are working independently to help as needed.  Remind students to review the guide words 

in bold on the left to help with new vocabulary.  

4) When students are finished, review answers as a whole class.   
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5) Ask for students to share their answers if they would like.  If there is time, you may have students 

practice reading for fluency and read the passage to each other in pairs.  
 

Wrap-Up: Summarize  Time:  5 minutes 

Have students turn to a partner (or write in their journals) to share what they have learned today 

about matter.  Ask them to tell a partner what matter is in one or two sentences.     Note: Use 

Routine 4.  
 

Extra Work/Homework: Unit 2.1 handout 4 Time: 30 minutes outside of class 

Students can read and answer questions from the 6-way Paragraphs (Introductory Level) reading #1 

(pages 2-3) “Matter”. This is Unit 2.1 Handout 4.  This is an excellent opportunity for students to review 

today’s material in an independent manner. 

 

Differentiated Instruction/ELL Accommodation Suggestions Activity 

If some student groups finish early, they can turn their paper over and summarize the 

reading passage.  

Activity 3, 

Handout 3 

Teachers should be aware that ELLs could have some difficult time with writing some of 

the video.  Encourage them to take notes that are meaningful to them. They do not 

have to write every word but only the words that are important to remember the main 

idea. 

Activity 2, 

handout 2 

 

Online Resources:  http://www.readworks.org/ 

Suggested Teacher Readings: 

 GED Testing Service – GED Science Item Sample (to get an idea of what the test may be like) 

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/itemsamplerscience/ 

 Assessment Guide for Educators: A guide to the 2014 assessment content from GED Testing 

Service: 

http://www.riaepdc.org/Documents/ALALBAASSESSMENT%20GUIDE%20CHAPTER%203.pdf 

 Minnesota is getting ready for the 2014 GED test! – website with updated information on the 

professional development in Minnesota regarding the 2014 GED. 

http://abe.mpls.k12.mn.us/ged_2014_2 

 Essential Education’s 2014 GED Test Curriculum Blueprint (PDF) 

http://www.passged.com/media/pdf/educators/curriculum-blueprint.pdf  

http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/itemsamplerscience/
http://www.riaepdc.org/Documents/ALALBAASSESSMENT%20GUIDE%20CHAPTER%203.pdf
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Unit 2.1 Handout 1       Pre- and Post- Self Evaluation 
Pre-Evaluation – Physical Science 

Statement Self-Rating 

1.  I can define basic vocabulary in the 

building blocks of matter: matter, atom, 

molecule, nucleus, element, and 

compound. 

     1               2              3                    4                  5 
strongly      agree     somewhat       disagree      strongly 

agree                           agree                                 disagree 

  

2.  I can describe chemical properties 

and reactions related to living systems. 

    1                2              3                    4                  5 
strongly      agree     somewhat       disagree      strongly 

agree                           agree                                 disagree 
  

3.  I can describe forms of energy and 

the conservation, transition, and flow of 

energy. 

    1                2              3                    4                  5 
strongly      agree     somewhat       disagree      strongly 

agree                           agree                                 disagree 
  

4.  I can describe work, motion, and 

forces in physical science. 

    1                2              3                    4                  5 
strongly      agree     somewhat       disagree      strongly 

agree                           agree                                 disagree 
  

5.  I can summarize and paraphrase the 

main idea in physical science passages.  

    1                2              3                    4                  5 
strongly      agree     somewhat       disagree      strongly 

agree                           agree                                 disagree 
  

 

Post-Evaluation – Physical Science 
Statement Self-Rating 

1.  I can define basic vocabulary in the 

building blocks of matter: matter, atom, 

molecule, nucleus, element, and 

compound. 

     1               2              3                    4                  5 
strongly      agree     somewhat       disagree      strongly 

agree                           agree                                 disagree 

  

2.  I can describe chemical properties 

and reactions related to living systems. 

    1                2              3                    4                  5 
strongly      agree     somewhat       disagree      strongly 

agree                           agree                                 disagree 
  

3.  I can describe forms of energy and 

the conservation, transition, and flow of 

energy. 

    1                2              3                    4                  5 
strongly      agree     somewhat       disagree      strongly 

agree                           agree                                 disagree 
  

4.  I can describe work, motion, and 

forces in physical science. 

    1                2              3                    4                  5 
strongly      agree     somewhat       disagree      strongly 

agree                           agree                                 disagree 
  

5.  I can summarize and paraphrase the 

main idea in physical science passages.  

    1                2              3                    4                  5 
strongly      agree     somewhat       disagree      strongly 

agree                           agree                                 disagree 
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Unit 2.1 Handout 2    What Is Matter Video 

While watching the short video, try to answer some of the following questions.  There is also space for 

you to write your own questions on the subject.  

 

1. What is matter?  

 

 

2. What is an atom?  

 

 

3. What are the three parts of an atom?  

 

 

 

4. What are the different types of atoms called?  

 

 

5. What is the Periodic Table?    

 

 

 

What are your questions about matter?  How can you find answers to these questions? 
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Unit 2.1 Handout 2    What Is Matter Video – ANSWER KEY 

While watching the short video, try to answer some of the following questions.  There is also space for 

you to write your own questions on the subject.  

 

1. What is matter?  

Matter is anything that has mass (quantity of an object) and volume (the space and object 

occupies). 

 

2. What is an atom?  

An atom is the basic unit of this matter. 

 

3. What are the three parts of an atom?  

 

Protons – neutrons – electrons – they are found inside of the atom 

 

4. What are the different types of atoms called?  

Elements (with different numbers of protons, neutrons, and electrons) 

 

5. What is the Periodic Table?    

 

It is a list of all the known elements. 

 

 

What are your questions about matter?  How can you find answers to these questions? 
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Unit 2.1 Handout 3    (3 pages of reading passage and 3 pages for questions for a total of 6 pages) 
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Matter (2.1 Handout 4) 

TEACHER ANSWER KEY 
 

Main Idea 

a.  = M – main idea 

b.  = B – broad idea 

c.  = N – narrow idea 

2.  subject matter = a 

3.  supporting details = d 

4.  conclusion = c 

5.  clarifying devices = d 

6.  vocabulary in context = a 


